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INAUGURAL ADDRESS 

or BIS ODDSBIP, BSOTHER GEOKGK CUAKLtS HAITft, 
READ BBFORS THE SETTB AT UUHEK'S HOTEL, 

april 3rd, 189i. 

Brethrbn and Guests, — 

IN conformity with our time-honoured custom 
I have to submit to yon my inaugural ad- 
dress — a President's persiflage which must needs 
deal somevhat cousiderably with the fatal " I." 
Therefore I crave the indulgence of our guests, 
and the forbearance of the Brethren during the 
performance of this my first presidential duty. 

To eight successive inaugural addresses have 
I critically listened, and if an unuttered thought 
passed through my mind that they could 
have been improved upon I am duly punished. 
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Retribution has pursued me, and at last my 
turn has come. When in a casual way I turned 
to scan those addresses the shock was terrific, 
I found that all I would say had been said, and 
all that I could say — ^and much more — had 
been said better. Then in my agony an unholy 
thought occurred to me. I saw a chance by 
which I might at once electrify and delight the 
Brethren, for I recalled a story of a friend who in 
the course of his duty as a journalist was deputed 
to describe the street decorations on the occa- 
sion of. the Jubilee rejoicings. He said that, 
knowing how everything he could say would be 
said by the other papers, he deliberately mixed 
the names and wilfully reversed the decorative 
efforts of the loyal and patriotic shopkeepers. 
So, I thought j why should not I annex the good 
things s^dby the preceding Presidents, skilfully 
mix them and quote our Brother Quaritch's 
words as having been uttered by Brother Brown ; 
or Brother Thompson's by Brother Venables, and 
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so onj but I refirained, and thus leave this 
opportumty for a future President to cover 
himself with glory. And if in my despair of 
saying any new thing I came to look upon the 
Sette as the embodiment of one of those ancient 
monsters, which lived upon the annual offering 
of the sacrificial victim, I hope I may be forgiven. 
But there was no escape from my position, and 
therefore I resolutely faced it j — 

** For how can man die better 
Than facing fearful Odds I " 

Seriously, Brother Odd Volumes, I have been 
associated with most of you for some years as 
your irrepressible and enthusiastic Art Critic^ 
but I address you now, for the first time in a 
new character, — ^that of your President Natu- 
rally my feelings are those of gratitude, tempered 
with a becoming sense of pride, and my first 
words will be thanks for the great honour you 
have conferred upon me. It would be mere 
affectation were I to attempt to disguise or 
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make light of the fact that this position — ^always 
a proud and honourable one, — ^has annually be- 
come more onerous, because more!^public. It 
would seem more satisfactory if the order of 
succession could be reversed and the Fathers 
of the Sette take the places that some of the 
younger and less experienced members — ^like 
myself — are called upon to occupy. But the 
conditions of the Sette forbid this. The most 
important feature in our constitution is that 
each of the Brethren should be privileged to 
taste, if not enjoy, the sweets of office. Surely 
it is in obedience to this rule, and from no apti- 
tude that I may have shown, or am imagined to 
possess — that I have been elected. 

Candidly, uncertain though I feel, I am proud 
of the position — ^proud of the title — and there 
is something I am even more proud of, and 
that is the tangible proof you have thus given 
of your confidence in me. I know I have that, 
and no one shall more jealously guard the 
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reputation and interests of this society than 
myself. I hope at the termination of my short 
reign that you wiH, one and all, feel that your 
confidence has not been misplaced, and that 
the Sette has suffered naught under my direction. 
Although I may doubt my capacity for wcMthily 
supporting a dignity which becomes greater, as. 
wider interests are involved, and greater publicity 
is cast upon our sayings and our doings, I ^all 
bear in mind that, though ''Knowledge is a 
steep which few may climb," yet " Duty is a 
path which all may tread." 

This occasion is the President's legitimate 
opportunity for giving expression to his views, 
his hopes, and his plans for making his year 
attractive to the Brethren and their guests. 
Bear with me then for a little while. You have 
elected me in no half-hearted way. No Brother 
has interviewed me as to my plans or my pro- 
gramme. You have taken it for granted that I 
shall continue to do that which I have ever 
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sought to do— sink all personal feeling, and 
consider only the reputation and welfare of the 
Sette as a whole. Had your confidence and 
kindness not been so complete, I doubt if—-even 
at the eleventh hour— I should have had the 
courage to undertake so responsible a position, 
for I have to follow a list of distinguished Presi^ 
dents, and my immediate predecessor has made 
his year one of the most brilliant in our history. 
But we have been told when former Presidents 
have expressed some such doubts as I feel, that 
this Chair is possessed of magic properties, 
investing each occupant with a wisdom, judg- 
ment and brilliancy (certainly our experience 
goes to confirm this) that doubtless astonishes 
the occupant as. much as the Brethren. Trans- 
lated, this means^ in my case at least, that the 
spirit of Brotherhood must and will make you 
all kind and considerate in your judgment, and 
appreciative of my efforts ; and I honestly 
believe, in fact I have already had practical 
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proof of it, that this kindly support will be ex- 
tended to me, as it has already been to others. 

I was first introduced to this little brotherhood 
by ova dear Brother Charles Wyman, and I can- 
not but express my sorrow at his unavoidable 
absence at such a time. To many, as the Sette 
is now constituted, he is but a name, but to the 
older Brethren, his memory is a very sacred one ; 
for they know all he did and all he hoped for the 
Sette, of which he was one of the originators 
and founders. 

Eight years ago I was initiated as an Odd 
Volume by our worthy Historiographer^ and I 
recall how deep an impression some words of 
his made upon me. He dwelt upon the impor- 
tance and necessity of brotherly feeling among 
us in a very noble and affecting way, and during 
the years since then I have become more and 
more convinced that this brotherly feeling is the 
only thing which can make such a society as 
ours long cohere. No fantastic rites, oaths, or 

B 
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rules could bind such a society so securely, so 
surely, as a true feeling of fealty and brotherhood. 
This Sette is composed, probably without excep- 
tion, of men possessed of strong individuality, 
which when it has found expression in their 
work, has made them famous. We have all the 
charms and all the defects of our qualities, and if 
we derive pleasure from the former, we must be 
generous in our view of the latter. Conscious, 
therefore, of the defects of my own qualities; 
I will endeavour to be all unconscious to what 
I may consider yours. 

Those of us who have, like myself, seen and 
known the Sette in its infancy, and watched its 
growth with pride, must have been struck by 
the subtle change which has taken place in the 
spirit of the Sette. We have increased and 
flourished in no uncertam way; our members 
are possessed of energy and ability; our publi- 
cations excite as much attention and interest as 
they have heretofore done; nay, even at the 
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expense of doing some slight violence to my 
own pride as an older member, let me admit 
that we stand on a higher platfonn in regard to 
all these things than we have ever done before ; 
and whUe I admit this great gain, let me own 
with sorrow that I have to mourn what is to me 
a greater loss. Brethren, speaking very plainly 
and feelingly, I miss, and have for some time 
missed, that close personal contact, that more 
than ordinary friendship and affection which 
existed between the members of our Sette, and 
which formed its greatest charm. We might 
and did quibble, but deep in our hearts was the 
feeling that, differ as we might, we were bound to 
each other by very close ties of personal affection 
and regard. We sympathized with each other's 
sorrows, we rejoiced in each other's successes, 
and we knew that we had in each of our fellow 
Odd Volumes a Brother not only in name but in 
deed. Is it inevitable that in the wider range 
of oui membership, and in the wider interests 
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involved, something of the old charm of personal 
attachment should be lost? 

We unfortunately miss two of our Brethren 
who are suffering just now from domestic trou- 
ble: their loss is irreparable^ but they know 
that their grief is shared, as far as such grief 
can be shared, by their Brethren of the Odd 
Volumes. 

It would be impossible for me to forget 
Brother Quaritch and all his kindness to me, 
and I offer no apology for naming him now : 
that is nothing less than a duty. Although we 
have differed more than once in our vie¥rs upon 
questions affecting the interests of the Sette, I 
am proud to know that I have never lost his con- 
idence and respect. He has ever been kind and 
considerate. If I have shown less considera- 
tion, it has been through lack of wisdom, never 
from lack of respect Brother Quaritch, you 

ve always been the fairest of opponents and 

e best of friends, and I shall ever value the 
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kind words of congratulation you were the first 
to offer me on my election to this office. 

I still consider it one of the greatest privileges 
I ever enjoyed, to have acted as Vice-President 
to our Brother Davies. He has always been the 
best of advisers, and no one who knows him will 
be surprised when I say that I shall rely con- 
siderably upon his judgment and support during 
my term of office. His ability as President — his 
brilliant year of office — will* always be matters 
upon which the Sette can never cease to congra- 
tulate itself. 

It would be an easy and agreeable task for me 
to speak eulogistically of all the Brethren in 
turn. I have met with nothing but kindness, 
and a greater share of admiration than I deserve ; 
but if I say little upon this subject, believe me, 
I am not the less conscious and grateful. 

And now a subject must be touched upon 
that would require the embodied wisdom of all 
preceding Presidents to express in language 
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incapable of misconception. It is a matter of so 
delicate a nature that it compels brevity, and yet 
not such brevity as might be taken to imply 
we were lacking in gratitude or were unconscious 
of all we owe to it. I allude to the generosity 
and munificence of past Presidents, culminating 
as it has in the memorable year of omx Pilgrim. 
On more than one occasion we have been 
threatened from this Chair with a rkgime of 
Spartan simplicity, but the term was soon found 
to be Pickwickian and synonymous with greater 
magnificence and more oriental splendour than 
before. I have sometimes thought that surely 
our Alchymist had discovered the philosopher's 
stone, and imparted the secret to each President 
in turn! Yet, as says the poet, "Howsoe'er 
these things may be," Spartan simplicity will now 
at last be an accomplished fact ; for it would be 
at once ridiculous and impossible for me to 
attempt to emulate the generosity displayed by 
most of our past Presidents. And now some- 
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thing as to my programme. I feel as others 
have felt, that there is apparently nothing I can 
do that has not ahready been done, and moreover 
done well, — in fact, as only a President of the Odd 
Volumes could do it. For example, the unique 
exhibitions of books in the years of Brothers 
Quaritch and Davies ; our Art Exhibition in 
]foother Edward Wyman's year, when we enter- 
tained some of the foremost of our exponents in 
figure and landscape painting; our musical even- 
ing in Brother Brown's year; our ever memorable 
dance in Brother Venables*; and, finally, our 
Dramatic Entertainment in Brother Holme's 
year. To repeat such would invite comparison, 
and bring disaster upon my devoted head. 
Imitation has never with us been accepted as 
the sincerest flattery. There is a traditional 
feeling that each President should introduce 
scnnething new during his year of office, and 
difficult— nay, impossible as this has appeared 
to be, each successive President has somehow 
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succeeded in overcoming the difficulty, — tri- 
umphed over the impossible (a word, by the 
way, that no true Odd Volume is supposed to 
know the meaning of), and covered himself and 
the Sette with glory, so that we speak of dates 
in our history, as Brother So-and-So*s year ! I 
shall hope, aided by the chapter of accidents, 
and the fertile imagination of the Brethren, to 
be no less successful and discover something 
not altogether unacceptable to the Sette. 

But, although I have announced a Spartan 
simplicity as far as creature comforts go, I can, 
thanks to the generous support of the Brethren, 
promise a feast of intellectual enjoyment ; rarely, 
indeed, has a President been so fortunate as 
to be able to announce so attractive a pro- 
gramme of papers. I have promises of help 
from our Ancient Mariner (Brother Henry 
Moore), our Mechanick (Brother Cooke), and our 
Landscape- Painter (Brother Alfred East), and 
of a paper from our Shipwright (Brother Elgar), 
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or a discourse by our Historiographer (Brother 
Thompson). These notable names alone suggest 
a variety of subjects at once interesting and 
fascinating; while for my first meeting in May 
our Clerke^itte'Lawe (Brother Johnson), has pro- 
mised a paper, and the reading of a story by the 
immortal William Makepeace Thackeray, which 
has been hidden for half-a-century in a periodical 
long defunct The incidents connected with its 
remarkable discovery you will hear of anon. I 
may, however, be permitted to say that the only 
editor to whom the discovery was mentioned, 
immediately offered a handsome sum for the 
privilege of publishing it, which offer was as 
promptly declined by Brother Johnson, thus 
reserving to the Sette of Odd Volumes the 
honour of bringing this long hidden story to 
light again. By so doing he will not only lay 
our Sette under an obligation, but also the ever- 
increasing circle of Thackera/s admirers. We 
shall have an opportimity of expressing our 
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thanks to Brother Johnson later, but I mention 
it here as an instance of the support I have 
ahready had, and the true O. V. spirit evinced by 
our younger Brethren. 

It is gratifying and encouraging to find our 
young members thus bestirring themselves to 
win distinction in the ranks of our Sette. They 
make the duties* of the President' a source of 
pleasure to him, and enable him to look with 
confidence upon the trials inevitably incident to 
his reign. I shall thus be enabled to carry out 
what I consider to be the most important duty 
that fal\s to the lot of the President : viz., to 
continue our record as a Printing Society. We 
have already made history, and your President 
is under a solemn obligation to not only main- 
tain our position, but to advance. Nevertheless^ 
I may tell you, Brethren, I am strongly inclined 
to conviviality, and particularly to mutual ad- 
don, and to those amongst you who will 
lement my efibrts to supply you with music 
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and recitations, I shall be deeply indebted. 
Moreover, as a dining society, I would not cur« 
XbjI the chief feature of our dinners : namely, 
the individual kitroduction of our guests. We 
recognize to the full the solemn rights and 
obligations of hospitality, so fully laid down by 
our late Brother Cornelius Walford, and we like 
to know the friends of the Brethren, and meet at 
the festive board our &vourite writer, actor, or 
painter. We have a becoming pride in^^bringing 
together distinguished workers in the Helds of 
Science, Literature, and Art ; and we are not for- 
getful of the fact that no small share of our fame 
arises from association with our guests. We con- 
fess no politics, and have no limit to our admirsh 
tion and respect for the aristocracy of intellect. 
Those who have dined with us once are glad to 
dine again and again : and, as Mr. Oscar Wilde 
once aptly put it, we have an ever-increasing 
circle of " Dining Members." 

I shall detain you but a few minutes longer, 
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while I express my satisfaction and thanks for the 
wise selection you have made in the officers 
elected to serve with me. In my Vice-President, 
Brother Wilfrid Ball, I have a man after my own 
heart I know him to be good and true, and 
we all know him to have proved himself a rare 
Odd Volume. Some philosopher has said that 
*' one must have travelled with a man to know 
him ! " Well, I have travelled and worked to- 
gether with my Vice-President, and the experience 
and memory of those days would alone make 
us — ^as I believe they have made us — friends for 
life. 

If there be one Brother more than another 
who has won the heart of the Sette, it is my 
Secretary, Brother Manning. Never was a truer 
Odd Volume in spirit and in act ; ever willing to 
help— ever ready with a kindly word, and prompt 
to do a generous action. We one and all admire 
him for his abilities, and esteem him for his 
character. The office he has paid me the com- 
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ent of accepting is a laborious and exacting 

The suggestion of using a short-hand 

r should simplify and reduce his work, but 

lay rest assured that to no more conscien* 

or gifted Brother could we have intrusted 
mportant office. 

electing Brother Lane to the responsible 
! of Master of the Ceremonies, we have 
lilted the dignity of the Sette, and the com- 
)f our guests. It is a delicate and important 
\ requiring a wide knowledge of men and 
)ms. It may be necessary for your President 
and again to send verbal messages in their 
\remacular to any distinguished foreign guest 
may happen to be dining with us, and as 
lave been favoured with the company of 
ese, Greeks, Hindoos, and gentlemen from 
andwich Islands, it will be seen that Brother 
t's office is at once a delicate and important 

also consider myself fortunate in retaining 
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Brother Edward Wyman as our Treasurer^ i; 
cannot say it is a thankless office, inasmuch as 
the Sette, at our last meeting, passed so hearty 
a vote of thanks to him for his good services. 

It would be impossible for me to conclude 
without paying a tribute of admiration and 
gratitude to our out-going President, Brother 
Holme» Only the Brethren can know how much 
we owe to him. He came into office at a time 
when there was, unfortunately, not only a diffe- 
rence of opinion, but a distinct rupture in the 
Sett«. There existed, for the first time in the 
History of the Sette, two parties, both believing 
themselves to be acting for, and in the interests 
of, the Society. The crisis was a grave one, and 
Brother Holme's absence abroad* while it was 
acute, placed him in the enviable position of a 
neutral mind. Never have we passed through 
such a dangerous period, but owing to our 
PilgrinCs judicious ruling, his tact, his firmness 
and good temper, we are now again a united 
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brotherhood. He may be proud indeed to know 
that no President has smoothed away so many 
difficulties — ^removed more misunderstandings, 
or effected more reconciliations. He has com- 
pleted his great pilgrimage, the Mecca of his 
life has been seen, and he retires with honour 
and respect to his seat amongst the Immortals, 
to be known in O. V. History as the peace-making 
President. Could any man have a more accept- 
able tribute paid to him ? 

Now, in my turn, I gird up my loins to travel 
along an unknown road, and I cherish a hope 
that I may not too often hear it said, " Here's a 
stranger coming down the road : let's heave half 
a brick at him." I would rather hear revived 
the cry so dreaded by the landscape-painter, — 
" Come on, Billy ! here's another painter chap ! 
Let's follow him 1" There is no need for me 
to recapitulate that which has been pointed out 
over and over again. No matter how brilliant 
or gifted a President might be, he cannot 
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command success. It can only be won by the 
efforts and support of the Brethren. I have 
undertaken a great responsibility, and it must 
needs be an anxious time. I shall have but 
one thought— one ambition — to keep the Sette 
united, and leave it so to my successor. If with 
your help I succeed, I shall rise at the end of 
my short official life a proud and happy man. 
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Installation Day. 
Tht 135M Mating of the Stttt of Odd Valum4S, ktU at 
Limmer's Hotel, April yd, 1891.. Hit Qddskip 
Brother Holme, the Hlgdm, in the Chair. 

A LARGE and distinguished gathering of 
Brethren and Guests assembled to witness 
the ceremonial and the mystery attending Instal- 
lation Day, and during the Banquet his Oddship 
took wine with the goodly company by which he 
was surrounded. 




ODD MINUTES. 

PLEASUKABLY PENNED BY THB SEEK AND SECRBTAKY 
TO THE SETTE, OF ODD VOLUMES, 1891-92. 



Installation Day. 

Tht \%%th MuHt^ af the Setit ef Odd Velumts, held at 
Limmer's Hatd, April 3rd, 1S91. Hii Oddship 
Brathtr Holme, ii^ Pilgrim, in lAt Chair. 

A LARGE and distinguished gathering of 
Brethrea and Guests assembled to witness 
the ceremonial and the mystery attending Instal- 
lation Day, and during the Banquet his Oddship 
took wine with the goodly company by which he 
was surrounded. 
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The ever-popular toast, always of first impor- 
tance at every Odd Volume Feast and Festival, 
was proposed by His Oddship in terms of con- 
centrated essence of loyalty, and he called upon 
one and all to drink to Her Majesty the Queen. 

According to the time-honoured custom the 
Brethren introduced their guests, and the Presi- 
dent, in happily chosen phraseology proposed 
the toast of " Our Guests," coupling with it the 
names of Mr. Thiselton Dyer and Mr. George 
Elkington. 

Mr. Dyer said that he was puzzled whether to 
address the members of the Sette as gentlemen, 
or brethren. In either case, he felt much 
pleasure in being present and seeing so many 
pleasant faces around him, and he now fully 
understood why Mr. Bernard Quaritch was so 
ardent an admirer and greedy collector of Odd 
Volumes. 

Mr. George Elkington was delighted to assist 
in returning thanks for the guests, and stated 
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confidentially that, having come under the spell 
of the Necromancer^ whose magic pen had con- 
veyed to him the invitation, he had found it 
impossible to resist the appeal. He commented 
on the beauty of the line engraving of William 
Shakespeare that night presented to the Sette by 
the artist Mr. Sherbom, and said that he could 
not help feeling that when the Poet of all time 
made Prospero, Duke of Milan, speak of 

" The Volumes which he loved above his Dukedom," 

they must have been without any doubt what- 
ever — Odd Volumes. 

Brother Quaritch now approached the Presi- 
dent, Brother Holme, and remarked that by a 
singular circumstance each President had sur- 
passed his predecessor in ability and every 
amiable quality, and he dwelt upon the tact and 
discretion which had marked his reign, and that 
during his term of office, the artistic and literary 
elements of the Sette had been developed to an 
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extent hitherto unexampled, and that the pri- 
vately printed Opuscula which had been issued 
to the Sette would become standard books of 
reference in the remote future. 

He further stated that he was deputed as the 
senior member of the Sette, and one of its 
founders, to offer a souvenir of regard and affec- 
tion on the completion of arduous duties splen- 
didly performed, of princely liberality unosten- 
tatiously displayed, and which included a Drama 
by the Bard^ inspired by ^<t Pilgrim his Oddship 
himself. 

Brother Quaritch then added in the name of 
the Sette : 

" Knowing that you have a sense of artistic 
feeling, knowing that you have a poetical mind, 
we present you with this copy of Mr. Locker's 
well-known and highly appreciated verse, a pri- 
vately printed book, * London L)aics, 1881,' 
bound with elaborate floral borders and decora- 
tions. Please receive the volume in our name, 
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and may it descend to your family as an heir- 
loom, and may you always remember the glorious 
period of your being our President" 

The President made a most feeling reply to 
this address, stating that he should value this 
book above all his other possessions, not only 
for i^ intrinsic merit, but as a reminder of the 
many happy times spent with the Brethren, and 
of the cordial support he had received from one 
juid all during his very happy term of office. 

He then, according to custom, read his Vale- 
dictory Address, and elicited a hearty round of 
long-sustained applause on the termination of 
his eloquent farewell. 

Brother Lane, Bibliographer^ communicated 
to the Sette the receipt of a valuable present 
fix)m Dr. Gamett of the British Museum. It 
was his latest work, entitled " The Twilight of 
the Gods," which he wished to be placed in the 
Archives, until the happy time arrived when the 
Sette should possess a book-case. 
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Mr. C. W. Sherbom, the eminent engraver, 
also presented to the Sette of Odd Volumes his 
fine emblematic portrait of Shakespeare. Your 
Secretary would here parenthetically remark that 
he has had this beautiful specimen of the en- 
graver's art mounted and framed, as a friendly 
warning to others of artistic power and liberal 
instincts, who may wish to add to the Odd Volume 
Gallery of Art. 

The President directed that Dr. Gamett should 
be thanked for his kind and considerate gift. 

The President then called upon the Necro- 
mancer (using no more force than was necessary 
to overcome his constitutional modesty) to per- 
form the part of the Herald (who was unfor- 
tunately absent) and to read the three Proclama- 
tions. 

The extemporized Herald declaimed the time- 
honoured Proclamations from the ancient parch- 
ments in an exceeding loud voice, President, 
Vice-President and Secretary listening to his 
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admonitions with rapt attention. The last- 
named of those three officers remarked that the 
Necromancer dwelt with special emphasis upon 
the injunction that the new Secretary must with- 
out fear or favour report of events as they 
occurred, and in obedience to that command he 
takes this early opportunity of informing the 
Sette that the Necromancer left those three im- 
portant documents, unloved and uncared for on 
a side table in this apartment, in close proximity 
to an empty soda-water bottle, and a tall tumbler 
— ^also empty. At least, there your Secretary 
found them late in the evening, long after the 
Necromancer was presumably in bed, and when 
even the married Brethren had departed to their 
virtuous homes. 

The new President, Brother George Charles 
Hait^ Art Critic^ was then led to the Presidential 
Chair by Brother Holme, who decorated him with 
the Presidential Badge (artistically designed by 
the wearer himself), and welcomed him in the 
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duties partook of a melancholy character, as he 
had to ask for a vote of condolence with one of 
the Brethren who had lately sustained a great 
domestic affliction, and he called upon the His^ 
tariographer to move a vote of sjrmpathy with 
Brother Clulow, the Xylographer^ on the recent 
death of his wife. 

Brother Thompson eloquently moved that the 
Sette should send a message of sincere sympathy 
to our absent Brother, assuring him of die unani- 
mous feeling of sorrow entertained by one and all 
under the heavy affliction with which he had been 
visited ; and the vote was carried by acclamation. 

Brother Allen made a brief announcement 
which he thought would be interesting to one 
member of the Sette, and that was, that he had 
only last week recovered a copy of his " Codex 
Chiromantiae," which he generously, and uninflu- 
enced by considerations of filthy lucre, forthwith 
promised to give to the writer of these Minutes 
to enable him to complete his Sette of Opuscuia, 
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said with regard to the rare beauty of the work, 
and traced the history of the Sette's Opuscula 
from its initiation by Brother Charles Wyman to 
the present day, when the latest was also the 
most precious of the entire series. 

Brother HoUingsworth responded to the kind 
speeches of the two preceding Brethren, and paid 
a generous compliment to Brother Orrock, who 
had assisted him so liberally on the evening of his 
paper, and had enabled him to make still more 
attractive that magnificent collection of family jars. 

The health of the Ex-President was proposed 
by the President, that of the President by the 
Vice-President Brother Ball, supported by Bro- 
ther Thompson, and finaUy the President re- 
turned thanks in eloquent terms, toasting Brother 
Ball as Vice-President, and thanking him for his 
delightful etching of the " Pilgrim's Rest," or 
"Holme's Sweet Home," which adorned the 
menu of the evening, and wound up his oration 
with a fine peroration of strong determination to 
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stand fast bf the grand old watchword of the 
Odd Volumes : 

"Conviviality and Mutual Admiration." 




T%t \lUk JiUi/ing a/ tit Stttt of Odd Voltaius, held at 
Limmif's UeUl.Mt^Ul, li^l. Sii Oddihifi Bralhtr 
G. C. Ha^i, the Ait Critic, in the Chair, 

A brilliant company assembled at the hour 
appointed for the Reception, and the President 
and Brethren had to leave their guests to take 
care of themselves during the initiation of 
Brother Villiers, the latest addition to the Sette. 

The mysteries and rites attending that cere- 
mony may not be recorded in writing, but your 
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Secretaiy is permitted to remark that when the 
Ordeal Chamber was reached the waiters were 
eitpelled, the doors closed, and the solemnities 
commenced. 

Brother Allen, the Necromancer^ having found 
the Lost Chcnrds, presided at the piano, 

*' And th^ Quaritch Hymn was heard the while 
Sung low in the dim mysterious aisle." 

Thus entered into the Fraternity the newly- 
born Brother Frederic Villiers, War Correspondent 
to the Sette of Odd Volumes. 

On the return of the Brethren to the reception 
rooni the guests were found to be in happy 
accord one with another, and in a moment 
afterwards glided cheerfully after the President 
into the Banqueting-Hall, where, after grace, 
and in the words of the Thackeray menu, 
"Down kem the company to dinner and set to 
it like good 'uns.'* 

During the repast the President observed the 
ancient custom of graciously and gracefully 
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the '*Red Lions^" whose mode of expressing 
dissent daring a ^eech was by growling and 
roarings when Sk Ridiard Owen, having ad- 
dressed his hearers as ''Gentlemen*' was as- 
sailed with such a babel of sounds of a zoological 
character^ that at last, addressing the Society as 
''fellow brutes," he instantly gained their good- 
will and the applause of the company. So now, 
finding that he need not call the Odd Volumes 
by any such technical titles as " Beloved Mo- 
roccos," "Sweet Russias," or "Paper Covers," 
he boldly expressed the great pleasure their visit 
to the Sette had given to himself and fellow 
guests. 

The President remarking on the interesting 
fact that the distinguished Father of a distin- 
guished Brother was present, proposed the health 
of Dr. George Johnson, which was drunk with 
genuine enthusiasm. 

The Minutes of the previous meeting were 
then read by the Secretary and confirmed. 

D 
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The President in a few happily chosen words 
further excited the interest of all by his antici- 
pations respecting the discovery made by Brother 
Johnson, Clerke-atte-Lawe^ adding, that it would 
redound to the honour and glory of the Sette 
that one of its members had not only unearthed 
and disinterred a forgotten story by Thackeray, 
but had presented it to the Sette as a most 
valuable Opusculum, 

Brother Johnson then rose amid enthusiastic 
cheering, and to the delight of all read the 
greater part of the long-looked for, long-lost 
story entitled 

" Reading a Poem," 
which he had succeeded in recovering from the 
pages of the " Britannia" of May i, 1841 (just 
fifty years ago), and on the conclusion of his 
reading he presented guests and Brethren with a 
copy of the latest and therefore most valued of 
all the Odd Volume OpuscUld, 

Inviting comments upon the paper, his Odd- 
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ship called upon Brother Quaritch, when the 
Librarian^ trying his best but utterly failing to 
look sad, told a really comic story of his being 
" done " by a certain Edward Fitz-Gerald, a con- 
firmed kleptomaniac, who bore a very striking 
resemblance to another Edward Fitz-Gerald of 
noble character, the latter being a great fiiend 
ofThackeray. When the kleptomaniac visited 
the Librarian he committed certain ravages 
upon certain odd volumes and certain perfect 
settes, leaving empty spaces on the shelves ; 
and upon telling Mr. Thackeray this anecdote 
the great novelist was highly amused, and said 
he would work this episode well up, and weave 
the Librarian and the thief into his next book. 
Brother Heron-Allen imparted a little story 
just related to him by Mr. Rudolph Lehmann, 
that on his meeting Thackeray in 1859 in Rome 
he said, " I learnt English from reading 'Vanity 
Fair,'" "and I," said Thackeray, "learnt English 
in writing it." 
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Bolton, from the United States of America, to 
address the Sette, and that greatly distinguished 
scientist expressed the pleasure the evening had 
afforded him, and divided his thanks between 
the Sette and his friend Professor Silvanus 
Thompson for introducing him. 

Brother Da vies, the learned Attorney-General^ 
seconded the vote of thanks to Brother Johnson, 
to which Brother Johnson responded, and with 
marked modesty, and said he had been incited 
by someone else to this discovery, and wished 
that the real instigator were present that the 
mask might have been torn from his face. 

The President proposed the toast of Literature, 
coupling with it the name of Mr. Norman 
MacColI, who briefly but eloquently responded, 
and referred to the presence of Mr. Blackmore, 
and said that among the works of living authors 
none would be more destined to immortality 
than " Loma Doone." 

His Oddship next proposed the toast of 
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Science, to which Professor Crookes replied 
that at the end of a banquet which he called 
magnificent, and the relics of which remained 
on the table, he should address the company by 
a chemical symbol, "Perissads," meaning bodies 
whose capacity for saturation was very odd. 

The next toast proposed by the President was 
Art. 

First in responding was Mr. Alma Tadema, 
R.A., who charmed all hearers by the simplicity 
of his manner and by the intensity of his admi- 
ration for Art While regretting his inability to 
give full expression to his feelings in speech, he 
referred his hearers to his other mode of talking, 
with his hands, on the walls of exhibitions. 
Many had tried to explain the power of Art or 
to answer the question. What is Art ? He had 
never had a better reply than was contained in a 
line by a Scotch lady friend, and which he had 
written over his door, 

*' As the Sun colours Flowers, so Art colours Life." 
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Mr. Edwin Long, R.A., in further reply to 
this toast, expressed himself as highly gratified 
with his evening, and in his most genial manner 
laughingly excused himself from making a longer 
speech. 

Brother Villiers, the WSf Correspondent^ was 
then called upon to make an Initiation Speech 
in accordance with ancient custom. To the 
surprise of all he made a most peaceful oration, 
and received a truly brotherly greeting. He 
marked his entry into the Sette by presenting it 
with a very odd volume indeed, consisting of 
twenty-one odd leaves written in Kali, from the 
library of King Theebaw of Burma. 

The Rev. Canon Harford, prevented by illness 
from being present, sent a letter to the Sette 
and begged its acceptance of a copy of his 
" Epigrammatica," to be placed among the Ar- 
chives. A letter of thanks was sent to the Canon 
for his gift. Brother Murrell, the Leech^ also 
made a contribution to the Odd Volume gallery 
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of Art, his ovm portiait elegantly framed, for 
which the thanks of the Sette are hereby and 
herewith tendered. 

Brother Lane announced the gift of a book 
from Mr. Jacobi "On the Making and Issuing 
of Books." It is now awaiting the book-case so 
fondly dreamt of by Odd Volume Secretaries 
past and present, especially present. 

Brother Holme as pro tem. Vice-President 
toasted the President, and his Oddship toasted 
Brother Holme, till mutual admiration could no 
farther go, every Broker lamenting that the 
Vice-President Brother Wilfrid Ball was pre- 
vented by domestic bereavement ftom being 
present 

And 80, with many expressions of goodwill, 
everybody grasped the hand of everybody else, 
and shortly before midnight even the echoes of 
merry voices had died away, and the glorious 
May Day Meeting of 189 1 became an event of 
die very pleasant past \ 
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III. 

The Gunpowder Evening. 

The 137M Meeting rf the Sette of Odd Volumes, held at 
the Criterion on Friday, June $tA, 1891. J/is 
Oddship Brother HaU^, the Art Critic^ in the Chair, 

The War Carrespondenfs evening commenced 
with projectiles. Brethren and Guests were shot 
up the Criterion lift with marvellous precision, and 
none missed th& mark or Prince's Suite, where 
they arrived in excellent time and in full fighting 
order, and were graciously received arid greeted 
by the President and his vailued Master of the 
Ceremonies, Brother Lane, the Bibliographer, 

The military element was in the ascendant, 
and the President catching the infection, marched 
like a victorious general at the head of his bat- 
talions into the Banquetii)g«Hall, where a fierce 
antadc upon the elements of refreshment imme- 
diately followed^ and dish after dish was taken 
by assault During the action the President 
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took wine with the Guests, and the health of 
the Queen was then drunk with enthusiasm by 
perhaps the most representative assembly ever 
gathered together to do honour to the Sette of 
Odd Volumes. 

The Army was there, the Navy, the Church, 
the Stage, and the auxiliary forces were splendidly 
en evidence in the persons of Col. Brother Venables^ 
the Antiquary^ and Corporal Brother Hamilton, 
the Parodist^ two excellent specimens of fighting 
Odd Volumes, each being decorated with a 
dazzling eye-glass. 

On someone remarking that there was a smell 
of powder in the air, the President, with ever- 
ready wit, gave the word of command to 
" Smoke," which made the illusion perfect. 

The President then in feeling terms alluded 
to the presence at our previous meeting of Mr. 
Edwin Long, R.A., who was then in apparent 
health and spirits, but who had succumbed after 
a few days' illness to the prevailing epidemic. 
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His Oddship further asked for a vote of con- 
dolence with Brother Goode, the Potter^ who 
had sustained the gravest domestic calamity in 
the death of his wife. The vote, carried by 
acclamation, was duly forwarded by the Secretary 
with appropriate expressions of sympathy on 
behalf of the Sette. 

The MagruHzer^ Brother Silvanus Thompson's 
illness was alluded to with much sympathy, and 
Odd Volume sorrow was quenched by Odd 
Volume joy when it was announced that our 
distinguished brother had added another leaf to 
his crown of laurels by his latest achievement in 
his election as Fellow of the Royal Society. 

Our late Brother Brock's resignation was read 
by the Secretary and most unwillingly accepted 
by the Sette. The President as a strong personal 
friend deeply regretting the severance of a tie 
which had existed for so long a period, and that 
the Sette had now lost its only Architect 

The guests, according to ancient custom, were 
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then introduced by the Brethren, and the visitors 
being so numerous and so greatly distinguished, 
made this ceremony one of unusual interest. 
The President, on proposing the toast of " Our 
Guests," called upon the Rev. C. H. Daniel, a 
most distinguished printer, to reply^ associating 
with him Mr. Bancroft, another great moral 
teacher. 

Mr. Daniel likened himself to a poor academic 
hermit suddenly called from the shades of uni- 
versity life into a scene so brilliant in all its 
surroundings, and crowded with men of well- 
known names with whom he had never expected 
to sit at table. Yet as an amateur and a most 
enthusiastic devotee of the art of printing, he 
felt the compliment of being asked to reply for 
guests so distinguished. Indeed, the BibliO' 
grapher had just reminded him that he was 
practising this art before he, the Bibliographer^ 
was bom (or even thought of), and Mr. Daniel 
concluded an eloquent address by presenting to 
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the library of the Sette a small book entitled '* A 
New Sermon, or, We are Fooles," Fifty copies 
of this work were printed from the original MS. 
of the seventeenth century, numbered XXXVIII. 
in the library of Worcester College. The an- 
nouncement of the gift was received with much 
cheering. 

Mr. Bancroft, whose rising still kept up the 
military character of the evening, for was he not 
the hero of hundreds of engagements, in all of 
which he had upheld the honour of the British 
flag, in further reply to the toajst of our guests 
responded most genially, and thanked his Odd- 
ship and the Brethren very cordially for himself 
and fellow guests for the pleasure of being 
present 

The President briefly explained that to-night's 
meeting was held at the Criterion as a regimental 
dinner was being celebrated at Limmer's Hotel, 
the Sette's own particular battlefield, but that 
his Oddship and his able strategist the Master of 



62 Odd Volumes^ Year-Boke, i89i-92* 

the Ceremonies would take good care to out- 
manceuvre those old soldiers for the future. 

The Minutes of the previous meeting were 
then read by the Secretary, and, as they con- 
tained some elements of truth, were confirmed 
by the President. 

His Oddship from his strongly-entrenched 
position in the Presidential Chair then gave the 
word of command that Brother Villiers should 
give us his experiences entitled " A War Corre- 
spondent on actual service,** and instantly our 
new Brother was holding his audience spell- 
bound with his vivid descriptions of battle both ^ 
on sea and land. 

For the first time in its history (or nearly so) 
he brought War in all its terrible reality into the 
Odd Volume camp. He pictiu'ed the bombard- 
ment of Alexandria with such force of language 
and of action too, that his audience could all Imt 
see Captain Lord Charles Beresford (commonly 
called Lord Charley) steaming on board H.M.S. 
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"Condor" with dispatches for H.M.S. "In- 
flexible/' and finding himself utterly unable to 
endure the bombardment of Fort Marabout, 
whose guns he therefore completely silenced, 
though the " Condor " was struck but once only 
during the action. 

Brother Villiers then described the Battle of 
Metammeh during the march of Sir Herbert 
Stewart for the relief of General Gordon. He 
greatly moved his audience by his vivid descrip- 
tion of camel riding, and by his imitations of the 
Ship of the Desert lurching and plunging on a 
sea of sand, and subjecting its rider to move- 
ments no two of which were alike, but which he 
had carefully calculated as being 1,400 to the 
quarter mile. 

His description of his own narrow escape from 
the jaws of a rapacious crocodile sent a thrill of 
horror through his audience, and his repugnance 
to forming the dessert of such a monster was 
manifested again, by the convulsive shudder 
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which agitated his own stalwait fran^e while 
he related the story. In his finest declamatorj: 
manner he concluded a thrilling discourse 1^ 
describing the dispatch of boats under Sir 
Chas. Wilson to Khartoum^ and the. return of 
the expedition to Metammehj, where the boats 
arrived at night bringing the dreaded news of 
Gordon's fjsite. 

The vote of thanks to Brother Villiers for -his 
soul-stirring narrative was proposed by Brother 
Murrell, the Leech^ and seconded by Brpthei; 
Allen, the Necromancer^ in eulogistic terms, and 
as they had both been instrumental in gaining 
for the Sette the distinction of having a brilliant 
War Correspondent as one of its members, they 
now gloried in the great success of their prog- 
nostications and the evident soundness of their 
own judgment, and they agreed cordially with 
each other in having made a very good shot 
indeed. Before putting the vote the President 
called upon feother Holme» the Fiigrinty to say 
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a few words respecting the excellent and ex- 
ceptionally artistic menu designed by Brother 
Villiers. 

Brother Holme said it was a positive fact that 
the Sette of Odd Volumes had been constantly 
beating its own record not only in its Opuscula 
but in its menus, the present one being really 
the most beautiful in design and reproduction 
that we had yet seen, and he proposed that the 
vote of thanks should be passed by acclamation. 

Brother Villiers briefly but heartily acknow- 
ledged the vote, and thanked his hearers for 
their warm reception. 

The President, still animated with martial 
ardour, proposed the toast of the Array coupled 
with the names of Col. Slade and Sir Guy 
Campbell. 

Col. Slade felt it a great honour and compli- 
ment to have his name associated with the toast 
of the Army, and to see so many representatives 
of that noble service present, including a very 
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ancient Corporal, Hamilton he believed byname, 
who enlisted about the year 1760 or rather i860, 
and who, after thirty years of active service, 
gloried in being still a corporal. 

Sir Guy Campbell added his testimony to that 
of the preceding speaker in full approval of the 
admirable manner in which the War Corre- 
spondent had described the merits of the British 
soldier. 

The Opusculnm entitled "Scottish Witchcraft 
Trials," by Brother Brodie Innes, was distributed 
alike to Brethren and guests, and the thanks of 
the Sette were accorded to Brother Alderman 
Tyler, the Stationer^ for his generosity in having 
printed and presented this valuable addition to 
the Odd Volume library, Brother Davies, the 
Attorney-Generaly gracefully conveying the grati- 
tude of the Sette and Brother Tyler graciously 
responding. 

As the dry historian of these monthly meet- 
ings, your Secretary is in duty bound to record 
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one incident of a truly interesting and picturesque 
character which occurred towards the close of 
this eventful day. It arose in this wise : 

Grim-visaged war had scarcely smoothed his 
wrinkled front when Brother Brown, the Alehy* 
misty arose and waved a flag of truce, although 
as usual surrounded by troops of friends. In 
his ever genial manner he made feeling allusion 
to an approaching happy event in Odd Volume 
life. His words were words of wisdom and 
made the hearts of listeners glad, for he spoke 
in terms of affection and regard of Brother 
Allen, his valued Secretary when he Brother 
Brown was President, and he announced to the 
Sette the coming marriage of the Necromancer. 

It was a touching sight, the Alchymist admiring 
the Necromancer^ and the Necromancer admiring 
the Alchymist^ only more so, and it seemed but 
for the interposing barricade of chairs and tables 
they might have fallen on each other's necks 
and wept. 
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However, the health and happiness of the 
Bridegroom elect were most cordially drunk, 
and Brother Allen responded with many assu- 
rances of bis regard for the Sette, and with the 
hope that he might not only live but die an Odd 
Volume. 

Tbas Kam^ to an end the great Gunpowder 
Night of the Sette of Odd Volumes. And later 
on, as guests and Brethren laid their heads upon 
their respective pillows, their dreams may per- 
chance have been more than usually agreeable, 
the roar of cannon and the clash of arms being 
quickly succeeded by visions of connubial bliss, 
accompanied by the sweet and joyous harmonies 
of marriage bells. 
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IV. 

Phonograph Night. 

The 138M Meeting of the Sate of Odd Volumes ^ held at 
Limmef's Hotel, Friday, July ^rd, 1891. His Odd- 
ship Brother G. C. Haiti, the Art Critic, in the Chair. 

Now these are the Clairvoyant minutes of the 
July Meeting, as your Seer and Secretary was on 
that joyous occasion a victim to the prevailing 
epidemic He has therefore depended upon his 
powers of Second Sight, aided very largely by 
the fraternal whisperings of a little bird yclept 
the Parodist^ genial Brother Hamilton. 

Owing to the promise of fine weather and the 
general rush to holiday resorts, many of the 
Brethren whose valued presence usually lent 
lustre to the Odd Volume meetings were con- 
spicuous by their absence. Yet the Ancient 
Lights of the Sette, bright and beaming, were at 
their posts of duty, and the July gathering, though 
smaller than usual, was in no degree less suc- 
cessful than its predecessors, for when the Presi- 



-J 



70 Odd Volume^ Year-Boke, 1891-92. 

dent took wine with the company it made up in 
tumultuous applause what it lacked in numbers. 

The Brethren having introduced their guests 
with the usual flourish of trumpets, and the 
health of the Queen having been loyally received, 
the President called upon that distinguished 
American wit and journalist, Mr. Robert Barr 
(quite as well known as Mr. Luke Sharpe), 
coupling with his name that of Mr. J. S. Cotton, 
the gifted editor of " The Academy," to respond. 

Mr. Barr commenced by calling names. He 
addressed his Oddship as Mr. Edition de Luxe, 
and he spoke of the Brethren as volumes bound 
in broad cloth. In a most amusing speech he 
told what he termed a " misfit " story, inasmuch 
as it had not the slightest possible connection 
with the occasion which had called him to his feet. 

He was followed by Mr. Cotton, who expressed 
his pleasure and surprise upon being asked to 
respond for guests so distinguished. He re- 
marked upon one of the watchwords of the 
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Sette, ](lutual Admiration, and suggesting that 
as Self Admiration might be included in Odd 
Volume faith, he had pride in mentioniug that 
he had that very day produced the thousandth 
number of the " Academy." He then convulsed 
even the gravest of the brethren by some anec- 
dotes of editorial troubles and experiences. 
He added his thanks to those of the previous 
speaker for the reception of the toast of the 
guests. 

The President then referred to the absence of 
the Secretary, and made certain kind remarks 
behind that Brother's back which are duly re- 
corded as by Presidential command, but which 
cannot be read aloud, but for which the con- 
valescent is duly and most truly grateful. 

Your Secretary's Minutes of the previous 
meeting were read by Brother Hamilton, the 
Parodist, who with true Odd Volume generosity, 
undertook that duty at a minute's notice, and by 
interspersing flashes of wit with the very dry 
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matter he had to deal with, induced his Oddship 
not only to confirm but to sign the original MS. 

The President then referred with his usual 
eloquence to the election of Brother Tyler, the 
Stationer^ as one of the Sheriffs of the City of 
London, and to the election of Brother Silvanus 
Thompson, the Magneiizer, to the high dis- 
tinction of a Fellow of the Royal Society, pre- 
dicting greater honours yet in the near future 
for these already distinguished Brethren, and 
offering them the congratulations of the Sette. 

Brother Venables, the Antiquary^ briefly, but 
with his customary incisive emphasis, acknow- 
ledged the compliment paid to his ''dear old 
friend George Tyler." 

Brother Silvanus said that he thought the 
highest honour that had yet overtaken him was 
his election as an Odd Volume, compared with 
which his late distinction was a mere trifle. 

At this period of the evening the sentiment 
of Mutual Admiration subsided in favour of 
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Conviviality, when Mr. Fred Upton, an ever wel- 
come guest, recited with marvellous rapidity a 
three (of course Odd) Volume novel. The more 
mercurial of the brethren were delighted with its 
contents, possibly from the fact that there was 
no moral whatever connected with the story. 

Mr. Elliott Langworth sang '^ Long, long ago," 
accompanied on the pianoforte by a single odd 
lady, Miss Fergusson, an event hitherto unknown 
in the very wildest revels of the Sette. The 
singer was loudly applauded, and the accom- 
panist received a perfect O. V.-ation. 

The startling event of the evening was a sur- 
prise carefully prepared by the President, Mr. 
Edison's recently perfected Phonograph. 

A cylinder was produced into which his Odd- 
ship the President, the Past Presidents and the 
Brethren generally, were requested to speak, so 
that not only in December but in future ages, 
future Odd Volumes might hear the identical 
tones and utterances of the great ones of the 
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Sette who had preceded them, for it will be 
handed down by your generous President as his 
especial gift, an Odd Volume of sound. 

Colonel Gouraud, the representative of Mr. 
Edison in this country, then gave an elaborate 
and exhaustive description of the instrument, 
tracing its history since its invention, thirteen 
years ago, when it startled the scientific world. 

The Colonel and Miss Fergusson then con- 
ducted the experiments, and the machine not 
only reproduced with marvellous precision the 
voices and words uttered by others, but received 
a voluminous supply of O. V. small talk which 
Was bottled up for future use. Yes : 

Odd Volumes spoke I spoke words you'd scarcely credit ! 

But what they said or even how they said it, 

Your Scribe may not divulge. For why? Odds blow it! 

Your Secretary doesn't even know it ! 

But Time no doubt will shortly give the history. 

Of Oddshlp Haiti's phonographic mystery I 

Each phrase, each accent, and each thought sublime 

Will be revealed at Merry Christmas time. 
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Finally, when the usual well-buttered toasts 
had been passed by the pro tem. Vice-President 
to the President and vux-versd^ the excitement of 
Phonograph Night gradually died away, and 
shortly before midnight the Brethren slowly and 
reluctantly broke up for the summer holidays. 



Memorandum — Friday, July 3rd, 1891 : 

At this meeting a Resolution to the following 
effect was proposed by his Oddship and carried 
by Acclamation. 

" That the Parodist he, and is hereby requested 
to convey to Brother Manning the most sincere 
expressions of regret felt by the Sette for the 
illness which deprives them of the society of 
their Seer and Secretary. 

The Sette rejoice to learn that Brother Man- 
ning is now convalescent, and hope that he may 
speedily regain perfect health and strength. 

The Sette desire that this expression of their 



76 Odd Volume^ Year-Boke, 1891-92. 



esteem and i^;aid for their Secretary should 
appear on the Minutes as a testimony of their 
high appreciation of his true Odd Volume 
qualities," 



n^^ 


V. 

TOMATA Night. 



The iy)lh Milling of tht Silli ef Odd Velumcj, luld at 
Limnut's Hotel, Friday, Nmiember dth, 1891. His 
OddsMp Brothtr G. C. Haiti, the Ait Critic, m the 
Chair. 

Now these are the doubly distilled concen- 
trated quintessence Minutes of the last Meeting 
of the Sette, and aie imparted to this Assembly 
in strict Odd Volume confidence. 

Before dinner the iirst election of a member 
took place under the new by-laws, and to the 
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astonishment of Brother Davies, the learned 
Attorney-General^ the author of the said rules, 
it passed off without a faction-fight, probably 
owing to the fact that Brother Venables, the 
Antiqimry and peace preserver was keeping a 
keen eye upon the voters and the ballot box. 
At the end of the electoral struggle Mr. Marcus 
B. Huish was declared duly elected a member 
of the Sette. 

When dinner was announced there was a 
general exodus from the reception room to the 
Banqueting-Hall, his Oddship being surrounded 
by a brilliant company, attracted not only by 
the widely known magnetic properties of the 
Sette, but by the anticipation of a paper on 
"Automata Old and New," which was to be 
read by Brother Conrad Cooke, the Mechankk^ 
with a k. 

After the usual loyal toast of Her Majesty the 
Queen the Brethren introduced their guests, and 
as all were so distinguished there was a natural 
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rivalry in the choice of words in which to do 
real justice to the merits and charms of indi- 
vidual visitors. 

In responding to the toast of "Our Guests," 
Mr. Hatton of Montreal was the first to reply, 
and he was eloquently seconded by Mr. H. £. 
A. Eyres, H.M. Consul at Damascus, both of 
whom expressed unfeigned pleasure in being in 
such delightful society. 

The second-sight Minutes of the previous 
meeting were then read by the Secretary and 
confirmed by the President. 

The Secretary also announced various gifts to 
the Sette, Brother Todhunter, the Bard, present- 
ing folium No. 2, entitled " Proud Maisie,'* a 
beautiful reproduction of the work of Mr. 
Frederick Sandys, and intended for the folio 
instituted by the late President, Brother Holme, 
the Pilgrim. 

Brother Brodie-Innes, the Master of the RollSy 
presented two of his works, a four act play en- 



Odd Minutes. 79 



titled " Thomas k Becket," and " The legends 
of leading cases, or Law and Laughter," and it 
was a revelation to the Sette that there could 
possibly be a laughing side to legal subjects, 
especially as the cases referred to were mostly 
Scotch. Brother Silvanus the Magnetizer pre- 
sented three of his works to the Odd Volume 
library, and although these valued books were 
highly charged with electricity, they contained 
nothing to shock even the elder and therefore 
the more sensitive of the Brethren. 

A vote of condolence on his recent accident 
and of congratulation on his approaching con- 
valescence was passed, and duly forwarded to 
our gifted Brother Henry Moore, the Ancient 
Mariner^ and as his Oddship told the simple 
but eloquent story of his visit to his afflicted 
Brother, the Sette descended from its pedestal 
of hilarity, and exhibited those emotions which 
are dictated by a spirit of true fraternity. 

Brother Todhunter, the Bardy then handed 
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wooden pigeon which could fly, and that in the 
year 150 b.c Hero of Alexandriai who was the 
inventor of the siphon, syringe, fire engine, 
steam engine, self-trimmmg lamp, blow-pipe, 
and fountain, was without doubt the first pro- 
moter of the Chocolate-Cream- Automatic-put-a- 
penny-in-the-slot-punctual-delivery-Company. 

This he demonstrated clesurly by his charming 
illustrationsdepicting a machine of this character, 
which delivered perfume to the public on receipt 
of the coin of that period dropped through a 
slit provided for the purpose. It would be un- 
fair to pick all the plums from Brother Cooke's 
pudding, which wiU be shortly served up again 
for the benefit of the Sette of Odd Volumes, 
and it is sufficient to remark that a more labo- 
riously constructed and splendidly illustrated 
discourse has never before been declaimed to 
the Brethren. 

Mr. Maskelyne,who had travelled all the way 
from the Egyptian Hall of mirth and mystery to 
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be present at the reading, was asked by the 
President to speak a few words on this subject, 
in which he has so long out-rivalled all living 
automatists. 

Mr. Maskelyne expressed himself delighted 
with the paper, and said he had learned much 
that night on the work of the Ancients. He 
had been interested nearly his whole life in the 
construction of mechanical mysteries, and it was 
gathered from his remarks that these pets of his 
creation not only engaged his attention all day, 
but kept him awake all night. 

Brother Quaritch, the Librarian^ paid an 
eloquent tribute to the reader of the paper and 
said that automata were the playthings of great 
minds, and that they had frequently been the fore- 
runners of mighty inventions which had helped 
to increase the material comfort of the world. 
He considered Brother Cooke was a mechanic 
of the highest type, and a true disciple of the 
ancitnX architects of the Pyramids and Obelisks. 
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He moved a hearty vote of thanks to his worthy 
Brother for the intellectual treat he had provided 
for his hearers. 

Brother Thompson, the Historiographer^ se- 
conded the proposal, and intimated that he had 
greatly enjoyed the personally conducted tour of 
Messrs. Cooke and Son, the latter's management 
of the lime-light being extremely brilliant. 

Brother Ball, the Painter-Etcher^ commented 
upon the beauty of the menu, and accorded it 
high praise as a work of art. Your Secretary has 
forgotten to state that the appropriate design had 
been the work of Brother Cooke's own hand, and 
although it seems natural that a Cooke should 
prepare a menu (which he acknowledged had 
been dished up from old plates of which he 
possesses a unique collection), yet it reflects 
great honour upon the Sette as a whole that it 
counts among its members a Mechanick who is 
also a Menu-facturer. 

Brother Cooke, the Mechanick^ made a feeling 
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and serio-comic reply, which justified his old 
title of Jester — ^though, since he has become a 
worker, he has abandoned the indefensible habit 
of plajring, especially on words — and he thanked 
the Sette and guests from the bottom of his 
heart for their generous appreciation of his 
efforts and those of his good son, who had 
exhibited his many illustrations of the lecture. 

Brother Douglas Gordon, the Remembrancer^ 
tendered the thanks of the Sette to Brother 
Allen, the Necromancer^ for the charming Opus^ 
culum XXVIII. entitled, " The Ballades of a 
Blas6 Man," which had been presented to the 
Brethren on the occasion of the most happy of 
the many happy events in the Necromancet^s life. 
These dainty lyrics contained some rondeaux 
relating to the rejuvenescence of the Blas^ man, 
and the latter portion of this elegant work pos- 
sesses the keenest interest for the Sette, as it is 
apparent to all that their Brother keeps getting 
younger and younger, a psycho-physiological 
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problem which makes the Brethren wonder 
what will be the final result, and whether the 
Necromantic vanishing point will some day be 
reached, and if so, when ? 

The Necromancer would have made a longer 
reply, but complained that Brothers Cooke, 
Quaritch, and Gordon had consumed all the 
adjectives that were usually available in that his- 
toric room ; but he was still enabled to say that 
he was very glad that his work had been appre- 
ciated, adding in tones of ill-concealed emotion : 

" For you to read this little book was made," — 

(See page 72 in the Book.) 

But now occurred an event in the evening's 
history which must be handed down to the ages. 
Three strokes of the gavel caused the attention 
of the Brethren to be riveted upon his Oddship. 
Then was seen the Presidential badge rising and 
falling upon the broad e]q)anse of the Presiden- 
tial breast) and the Presidential eye flashed forth 
fierce fires fraught with fraternal significance. 
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More slowly than is his custom at first, but 
soon warming into fervid and impassioned elo- 
quence, his Oddship announced to the wonder- 
stricken Brethren that the December meeting 
would be graced by the presence of ladies. 
Then arose a babel of sound. A wild enthu- 
siasm seized the Brethren. Fraternity was 
rampant. Even the astonished guests joined in 
the epidemic of applause, and it was long before 
the President, assisted by the dynamic forces of 
the Master of the Ceremonies, Brother Lane, the 
Bibliographer ^ could so subdue this tempest of 
excitement as to announce the particulars of the 
promised Carnival. 

The usual highly-spiced toasts were then flung 
with reckless extravagance to and fro from Mr. 
President to Mr. Vice, and lastly the Brethren 
and guests embraced each other with many a 
fond adieu, and went their respective ways, some 
mechanically, some automatically, but all steadily, 
oh yes, to their expectant families. And your 
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poor scribe, somehow confusing his identity 
with that of the Parodist^ murmured to himself 
as he trudged homewards on that damp November 
night, ever thinking of the Ladies' Banquet, 

O woman in our hour O.V.'s, 
So slow to anger, quick to please, 
When these Odd Minutes wring the brow, 
A patient listening angel thou ! 




VI. 

Ladies' Banquet and Conversazione. 

The i^oth Meeting of the Sette of Odd Volumes^ held at 
the IVhiiehaJl Rooms, Hdtel Mitropole, on Friday, 
December ^h, 1891. His Oddship Brother G, C. 
Hait^, the Art Critic, in the Chair, 

These are the shortest Chronicles that ever 
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were of the longest evening that ever was, and 
are the Minutes of the Great Annual Festival of 
the Sstte of Odd Volumes^ a brief but accurate 
record of the events that then occurred. The 
Feast is one called movable ; and had not only 
moved from summer to winter, but also to the 
Whitehall Rooms of the Hotel M^tropole, from 
the usual meciting-place of the Sette, Limmer's 
Hotel 

At six-thirty of diie dock a quorum of Odd 
Volumes assembled io initiate the newest; and 
therefore the most pimctual, of the Brethren; 
and although the usual formulae of initiation 
were observed, the subject of the ancient and 
time-honoured rites seemed none the worse for 
the mysterious ceremonies, and issued forth from 
the ordeal chamber with a complacent smile 
upon his £sice, the long-coveted badge upon his 
breast, a prouder and a happier Arts-man than 
had ever yet been known. 

Before seven of the dock the Ladies and Gen- 
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tlemen of the Committed, the working bees of 
the Odd Volume hive, had assembled to support 
the Presidenty and frorii his gracious iiand the 
fairer members had.^reeeived a choice bouquet 
of dazzling whitenei§4 while the Ntcromancer had 
mysteriously produced without any visible appa- 
ratus, five lovely fans, each inscribed with the 
autographs of the members of the Sette, in whose 
name he presented to each kdy of Committee 
this elegant souvenir of ad eviening ii4iich was 
already historic. 

By seven-thirty of the clock a brilliant com- 
pany had gathered together, and punctually to 
the minute his Oddship and his charming con- 
sort glided to the Banqueting-Hdl, where they 
were quickly surrounded by a group of delighted 
guests, which for numbers liad never been sur- 
passed, aiid for beauty had nsv^.been equalled, 
even at an Odd Volume Festival. 

His Oddship, strictly bent on business, soon 
took wine with the guests, and quickly followed 
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with the first toast, ^ Her Majesty the Queen/' 
and the jo3rful and unanimous response showed 
the undoubted loyalty of the company. 

The Historiographer^ Brother W. M. Thomp- 
son, then declaimed an Ode specially written 
for this occasion at the urgent request of the 
Committee, and as the poem breathed the spirit 
of true fraternity, it was received as a very 
Thompsonian seasonable addition to the other 
good things at the table, and was instantly dis- 
tributed to Brethren and guests alike, the M. C. 
Brother Lane, greatly distinguishing himself by 
rapid running and quick delivery. The usual 
introduction of guests followed in quick succes- 
sion, and were remarkable for their eloquence 
and brevity combined. 

His Oddship then proposed " Our Visitors," 
to which Mr. Whitmore, M.P. and Mr. Richmond 
Ritchie made delightfully happy responses, and 
rejoiced that to-night at any rate brevity was to 
be the soul of wit. 



Odd Minutes. 91 



The toast of the evening, " The Ladies," was 
intrusted to the loving care of the Necromancer^ 
Brother Allen ; and as so old a married man he 
descanted right eloquently on their charms and 
virtues, and astonished some of the matter«of« 
fact Brethren by stating that " Ladies had floated 
the rose-leaf on the brimming cup of human 
joy," a figure of speech which none dared dis- 
pute, and he called upon " that flower of Bache- 
lorhood our Clerke-atie-Lawe^ Brother Johnson," 
to follow on the same side, by returning thanks. 

Brother Johnson was instantly upon his feet, 
and argumentatively, logically and convincingly 
proved, that ladies were by no means to be re- 
garded as dumb animals, although he acquiesced 
with pleasure in the request that he should speak 
for them. So admirably did he conduct their 
case that the remark went round the table that 
a speaker so singularly able should be so singu- 
larly single. 

The Minutes were then read by the Secretary, 
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and the President tendered his best thanks to the 
Ladies and Gentlemen of the Committee for their 
indefatigable efforts in organizing the arrange* 
ments of this the proudest day but one inhiis life. 

He then thanked Brother W. M. Thompson for 
the Ode; Brother Todhunter, the Playwright^ for 
his charming verse of welcome on the dinner-card ; 
Mrs. Seymour Lucas for the illustration which 
made it beautiful forever ; Mr. Bernard Partridge 
for the tnost appropriate Menu, with its quaint 
^* table of meats;^'' and Mr. Rickets for the sweet 
illustration on the Conversazione tickets. 

Our hew Brother's health was then cordially 
drunk by the Brethren, and after an artistic 
reply frpm the Arts-man^ Brother Huish, Brother 
Ball, 2» V. P., toasted his Oddship, and in his 
exuberance of fraternal regard nearly said too 
much about a certain festive occasion, when 
those two sedate Brethren were keeping some- 
bod/s birthday in a foreign land. 

His Oddship laughingly forgave the Fainter 
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Etcher for this his first sign of insubordination, 
and though threatening to heap coals of fire upon 
his head, toasted him in another way instead. 

At ten of the clock the Banquet had become 
a thing of the pleasant past, and the company, 
dispersing for a brief period to adjoining apart- 
ments, the Hall of Feasting was converted by a 
magical transformation into a grand Reception ^ 
Room, where his Oddship and faithful Com- 
mittee received an ever-increasing stream of 
guests invited to the Conversazione. 

Youth and Beauty (for the tiwst part of Odd 
Volume origin) were in the ascendant, and Mu- 
tual Admiration had never before been so religi- 
giously practised. 

Owing to the indefatigable and almostt super- 
human efforts and personal influence of the 
Committee, and of the energetic Master of the 
Ceremonies, Brother Lane, Music, and her sister 
Song, were most lavishly represented by the 
Artists whose names are duly recorded in the 
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minute book; and Brother Conrad Cooke, the 
Mechanick^ had the pleasure of introducing for 
the first time in Europe, a young lady, Mr. 
Edison's Talking Doll. 

No scientific explanation was offered as to the 
modus operandi^ but the Mechanick personally 
superintended the phonographic arrangements 
artfully concealed beneath the seal-skin jacket 
of his protkgke^ while she, on her part, not only 
addressed her protector as "Papa," but sang 
songs, and sustained the conversational reputa- 
tion of her sex till long after the noon of night, 
when Brethren and Guests, all supremely happy, 
went their different ways rejoicing. 

Long live those mem'ries glorious ! 
Arrangements meritorious — 
The fun not once uproarious — 
Committee — quite victorious I 

Long live — with cares not weighty — 
The good ship ** Oddship Hait^ ;" 
And if the gods so please, 
Long live all good O. V.*s I 




Ye Odd Volume Banquet and Conversa- 
zione OR Gaudv Day. 
Beki at tie H^ELtAtTKOPOLS en £>x. Afh, 1891. 



A WELCOME TO THE BANQUET. 
Eate, diynke, and be merrie, Guest, 
A thousand Welcomes to our Feaste ; 
And a thousand Welcomes more, 
From our Heart's unstinted stor^ 
To every Ladye here in place, 
Whoo's brighte eies and whoo's (aire Face 
Maketh more fayre, maketb more bright 
December's Gloom than Junes Lighte ! 
Soe welcome all, feastynge yfere, 
Health and good Luck, and pleasant Cheere! 
Ye Playwright, i,th Die., 1891. 
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The following ladies and gentlemen among 
others kindly took part in ihe.enUrtainment of our 
guests : 

Miss Kate Flinn. 
Miss Lilt von Kornatzki. 
Miss Linpa I^ud. 
Miss Louise Dale. 
Oscar Beringer. 
David Bispham. 
SiGNOR Caprile. 
Henry IiA2;arus. 
A. Bertram Loud. 
Elliott L»a wwqrth. 
Watts Russell. 
H. Vjlliers. 
Jas. CWelc^^ 

During the evening Edison's speaking doll, 
under the protection of the Mechanick^ for the 
first time in Europe, talked and sang. 




AN ODD VOLUME ODE. 

" Write mean Ode/* His Oddship said, quite gaily ; 
As though Odd Volumes wrote such trifles daily, 
" Just a few lines of wekome, warm and hearty, 
To greet the guests who grace our Gaudy 

party." 
" But, dear yolir Oddship ! "—<* Silence ! No 

excuses ! 
If I'm not President, pray who the deuce is ? " 
Who cares to catch a presidential Tartar? 
A poet might, but no mere doggerd martyr. 
While, to obey, combines, in equal measure, 
A bounden duty with abounding pleasure. 
And for my subject, making here no myst'ry, 
I take this current year's Odd Volume hisfry. 
Giving its quarters, with some brief digressions^ 
A sentence each, like other Quarter-sessionsi 

G 
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Spring brings His Oddship, yearly, a successor, 
Whose duty is, to beat his predecessor. 
Our latest President, though but a novice, 
Is deemed our best, in virtue of his Office. 
We left our dear, good Holme, with many a 

blessing ; 
But Settes like ours are set upon progressing. 
They leave old tales behind them, quite Bo- 

Peepish : 
Even in Virgil's days O. V^s were sheepish. 
To choose a President, a matter weighty. 
Since we must change, the forty turned to Hait^. 

Summer, so-called, though called, kept raining, 

squalling ; 
And took no notice of our humble calling. 
But, what brought Time, that true old father 

antic? 
A marriage 1 How romantic ! necromantic. 
A learned Clerk, who, while Ballades composing. 
Found penning stanzas really was engrossing. 
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The cultured lady could but be delighted 
With talent, lore, mirth, youth, and love united. 
Their tastes agreed, except in one small matter; 
Must I disclose it ? Well, I never fla.tter — 
I wormed this secret from an old and gray man — 
She loved a Clerk, while he adored a Lehmann. 

Autumn. Alas ! By holidays perverted, 

We laughed, quaked, chafifed, smoked, joked, 

made love, and flirted ; 
Yes, even flirted I Let us not remember 
Those short and sinful annals of September. 

Winter comes on, with mistletoe and folly. 

You never do so ? Try to : it's so jolly. 
Winter has pleasant days, but none so pleasant 
As this our Gaudy Day, with ladies present. 
Fair guests, ourvery wannest welcomes greet you ! 
The Sette is glad, extremely glad to meet you. 
You cause us losses — we don't feel them keenly : 
We seniors lose our heads, but most serenely ; 
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The young, their hearts ; their feelings quite 

unman 'em : 
Ladies, like Christmas, come but jonce ^ 

unnum; 
And, when they come, tiiey bring sudi joy and 

beauty. 
We fall in raptures, from a sense of duty. 
Like old Odd Volumes of the middle ages, 
We're, dull till you illuminate our pages. 
For you are bright and good, your features 

show it; 
In fact quite perfect ; and you know you know it 
So fair, so kind, your courtesy amazes ; 
Forty Odd Volumes can't contain your praises ! 
That is my judgment. Please, in lieu of 

reasons. 
Accept these rhymes, zxl O.V. Thompson's 

Seasons. 

i6, Carlyle Square, S.W. 

December i^h, 1891. 
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VII. 
New Year's Greetings. 

The 14IJ/ Meeting of the Sette of Odd Volumes, held at 
Limmer^s Hotel, Friday, January Sth, 1892. jffis 
Oddship Brother G, C. HaitJ, the Art Critic, in the 
Chair, 

Not for to-day only, but for all time, . are 
written the Records of the Revels of the Sette 
of Odd Volumes as enacted by the Brethren at 
the January meeting, when they were fairly out 
of School, and had assembled not only for 
mutual admiration, but for mirth, music, melody, 
and New Year's Greetings. 

At seven o'clock the guests were first upon 
the scene, and were busily engaged in introducing 
themselves to one another, but the arrival later 
on of the Brethren afforded an opportunity for 
profuse apology to the neglected guests, which 
in many instances cemented und3nng friendships. 

At the appointed moment for dinner, the 
M. C, mindful of his oaths of duty, but minus 
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Moore and Zadkiel ! — ^that the time is/i^ot far 
distant when an Odd Yolume banquet maybe 
held within the. sacred walls of the Mazision 
House itself! . 

The President, in feeling terms, alluded to the 
absence of our x^y&t^^ JAbrarian through iddis* 
position, and spoke the sentiments of the Selte 
when he expressed his profound sorrow that on 
this occasion there.sbould be a vacant chair; 
and Brother Allen added his sincerest regrets 
for the non-attendance of Brother Quaritchj the 
first instance of whose absence he could ever 
remember. 

Brothers Elgar, the Shipwright; Todhunter, 
i\it Flay^vrighf; Cooke, the Meehanickj-onA 
Homer, the Organist^ ivere also commiserated 
with in their hour; of affliction ifrom the pre- 
vailing epidemic, jmd their restoiation to health 
was fervently : pc^ed . ior .by the Sette-^in 
bumpers. 

Brother .MoorCf iht:AnaaU M(mnef% sent 
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New Year's Greetings in a kindly telegram, and 
he was included in the toast. 

Brothers Renton, the Herald; Gervis, the 
Apoihccaty ; and Goode, the Potter^ were wel- 
comed back after their long and enforced absence, 
and the Herald blew his trumpet of grateUd 
acknowledgments to his " dear old Brethren " 
for balding him in remembrance. 

Our gifted Brother Orrock, the Connoisseur^ 
was once more aniong his admiring Brethren, 
but as his cheeiry face bore no signs of plague, 
pestilence, or famine, he received a truly fraternal 
welcome from which condolences were omitted, 
by mistake or otherwise. 

The Musical Programme was commenced 
by Signor Bisaccia, who played a delightful 
solo upon the pianoforte* 

Brother Brown presented the Brethren with 
a little booklet from Mr. W. H. K. Wright, 
entitled "An evening with the Odd Volumes,-' 
and your Secretary was directed to acknowledge 
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Moore and Zadkiel ! — ^that the time is not far 
distant when an Odd Yolume banquet may be 
held within the. sacred walls, of ihe Mansion 
House itself! 

The President, in feeling terms, alluded to the 
absence of our x^y^t^^ Librarian through indis- 
position, and^^poke the sentiments of the Sette 
when he expressed his profound sorrow that on 
this occasion there.sbould be a vacant chair; 
and Brother Allen added his sincerest regrets 
for the non-attendance of Brother Quaritch, the 
first instance of; whose absence he could ever 
remember. 

Brothers Elgar, the Shipwright ;llo^\ai\xx^ 
the Flaytvrighf; Cooke, the Mechanick; znd 
Homer, the Organist^ weret also commiserated 
with in their hour of affliction ifrom the pre- 
vailing epidemic, jmd their rest(»ation to health 
was fervently ps^yed . ior . by the Sette-^in 
bumpers. 

Brother Moore, iht rAndent Mtmnen^ sent 
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New Year's Greetings in a kindly telegram, and 
he was included in the toast. 

Brothers Renton, the Herald; Gervis, the 
Apothecary ; and Goode, the Potter, were wel- 
comed back after their longandenforced absence, 
and the Herald blew his trumpet of grateful 
acknowledgments to his " dear old Brethren *' 
for holding him in remembrance. 

Our gifted Brother Grrock, the Connoisseur, 
was once more among his admiring Brethren, 
but as his cheeiry face bore no signs of plague, 
pestilence, or famine, he received a truly fraternal 
welcome from which condolences were omitted, 
by mistake or otherwise. 

The Musical Programme was commenced 
by Signor Bisaccia, who played- a delightful 
solo upon the pianoforte* 

Brother Brown presented the Brethren with 
a little booklet from Mr. W. H. K. Wright^ 
entitled "An evening with the Odd Volumes,^ 
and your Secretary was directed to acknowledge 
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Moore and Zadkiel ! — ^that the time is not far 
distant when an Odd Yolume b^mquet may be 
held within the. sacred walls of the Mansion 
House itself! . . 

The President, in feeling terms, alluded to the 
absence of our revered ZiJnwVwi through iddis- 
positiop, and spoke the sentiments of the Sette 
when he expressed his profound sorrow that on 
this occasion there.sbould bea vacant chair; 
and Brother Allen added his sincerest regi^ts 
for the non-atteQdance of Brother Quaritch^ the 
first instance of whose absence he could ever 
remember. 

Brothers Elgar, the •Mi)>a/«5fi^// Todhunter, 
t\it Flaytvrtghf ; Gooke, the MecAanick; -and 
Homer, th^ Organist^ ;weret also; commiserated 
with in their hour ; of ; affliction :from the pre- 
vailing epidemic, jmd their rest(»ation to health 
was fervently ^ pc^ed . ior by the Sette-^in 
bumpers. 

Brother , Moore, iht : Ancient Mimnef% sent 



Odd Minutes. 105 



New Year's Greetings in a kindly telegram, and 
he was included in the toast. 

Brothers Renton, the Herald; Gervis, the 
Apothecary ; and Goode, the Potter, were wel- 
comed back after their long and enforced absence, 
and the Herald blew his trumpet of grateful 
acknowledgments to his " dear old Brethren " 
for holding him in remembrance. 

Our gifted Brother Grrock, the Connoisseur, 
was once more among his admiring Brethren, 
but as his cheery face bore no signs of plague, 
pestilence, or famine, he received a truly fraternal 
welcome from which condolences were omitted, 
by mistake or otherwise. 

The Musical Programme was commenced 
by Signor Bisaccia, who played- a delightful 
solo upon the pianoforte. 

Brother Brown presented the Brethren with 
a little booklet from Mr. W. H. K. Wright, 
entitled "An evening with the Odd Volumes,^ 
and your Secretary was directed to acknowledge 
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in appropriate and becoming language the gra- 
ciousness of the gift. 

Mr. Ernest Clarke was then called upon by 
the President to sing to the Company, and in 
response Mr. Clarke gave a fine rendering of the 
song " In Old Madrid." 

Presents to the Sette on this eventful night, 
were, so to speak, the order of the day ; and our 
well-beloved Brother, Alfred East, presented, as 
a contribution to the Folia, his charming etch- 
ing, entitled, " A Wet Day at Hakone, in Japan." 
This delightful work of art is already out of print 
by that generous distribution among the Breth- 
ren, and our Vice-President and Painier-Etcher^ 
Brother Ball, proposed a vote of thanks in the 
happiest phraseology possible even for an Odd 
Volume, but when he professed (unblushingly 
too) to be ignorant of the difference between a 
Public-House and a Tea-Shop many of the 
Brethren took a grain of salt. 

Mr. Wilsey Martin's elegant book, entitled 




Ctuatrains 

LIFE'S Mystery 

OTHER POEMS 

BY 

WM. WILSEY MARTIN 
■y Sffknt and Dantiit," " Poems aitd Ballads," &•(. 




Lohdoh: 

ELKIN MATHEWS 

At the Sign op the BoDunr Head in Vigo Street 



— Hkotkf.k Mm^-tv^ 



' The Mooing Finger writes^ and, having writ, 
Moves on ; nor all your Piety nor Wit 

Shall lure it bach to cancel half a line, 
Nor all your tears wash out a word of it,* 

Omab-i-Khattam. 



y 



(( 



TO 

The Quaint, Art-Loving, and Erudite 
Fraternity 

TCLBPBD 

YE SETTE OF ODDE VOLUMES" 
(^George Charles HaitCy JSsq.^ President) 
These Poems 

ARE 

BY Permission, respectfully 
Dedicated. 



' To friends and eke to foes true kindness show : 
No kindly heart can prove unkind, I trow: 
Harshness mil alienate a bosom friend. 
And kindness reconcile a deadly foe* 

Omab-i-Ehattam. 
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•* Quatrains," and specially dedicated to the Sette 
of Odd Volumes, was then distributed to every 
member present, with two copies for the Ar- 
chives. 

Brother Silvanus, our versatile Magnetizer^ 
proposed a vote of thanks in a speech which was 
a model of rhetorical elegance, and which dealt 
with the subject of this latest presentation in 
a truly poetic spirit. 

Then up rose Brother Venables and seconded 
the vote of thanks to Mr. Wilsey Martin. 

Brother Lane, the Bibliographer, presented on 
behalf of his guest, Mr. Douglas Sladen, who 
had just returned from Japan, a work which was 
printed in that country on Japanese Paper by 
Japanese Artists, and published in England by 
Brother Welsh, the Chapman. This is entitled 
" Lester the Loyalist," and is now enshrined in 
the Archives among the other testimonials of 
regard from admiring guests. The President 
heartily thanked the donor for his gift. 
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Mr. Murray Carson gave a highly dramatic 
rendering of Mrs. Alexander's poem, "The 
Burial of Moses." 

Mr. Ashby Sterry followed with an exceedingly 
humorous recitation, entitled ^'The Capstan- 
Bar." 

Mr. Cosmo Monkhouse gave his verses, " The 
Shield of Silver and Gold." This poem brought 
the Herald again to his feet, in eulogy oi the 
author's historic accuracy, for had not Mr. Monk- 
house spoken of the knight who had hung his 
shield upon a tree ? The Herald pointed to this 
fact as being absolutely true in the days of 
chivalry, but Mr. Monkhouse immediately dis- 
claimed all knowledge of the fact that knights, 
either in times of peace or when eager for a free 
fight, hung their shields on trees. 

The President then proposed Mr. Ernest 
Clarke for Membership, and the candidate was 
seconded by Brother Douglas Gordon the J?^- 
membrancer. 
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The Necromancer being called on suddenly for 
a recitation protested that his memory was a 
perfect blank. But recovering his presence of 
mind he asked the Remembrancer if he could 
possibly remember anything which he, the Ne- 
cromancer could probably recollect, and imme- 
diately dashed off Gilbert's "Ballad of Modesty," 
which was spoken trippingly, on the tongue, 
proving that there was life in theO. V. yet. 

Then came the iu quoque toasts between Mr. 
President and Mr. Vice. 

And later on. Hilarity reigned supreme; New 
Year's Greetings were renewed and ratified^ and 
Mutual Admiration reached such a pitch that it 
seemed to be everybody's birthday. And still 
later, when the joyous throng had departed into 
the outer air, his Oddship confidentially remarked 
to one of his faithful officers, 

" Something attempted, something done, 
Has earned a night's repose I " 



O%0tM3\^tg ■VK'WXQ. 



effects in wnicn ine arusuv* 
revel 

Brother Allen, the Necromancer, at the Pre$ 
dent's request, introduced a new instrument 
torture for the use of his long-suffering Brethre 
in order to limit the freedom of Odd Volur 
speech to the prescribed three minutes, and 
peculiar combination of clodcwork and electric 
was, he confessed, conceived by his own proU 
brain, and brought to maturity in the phenon 
nally short period of three months. For co 
blooded calculating cruelty it exceeded by 
any agony producer known to the Spanish Inc 
sition. The fatal ball falling upon the tell-1 
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Volume courage and sincerity of purpose, that 
officer claimed " privilege," and was allowed to 
proceed. 

The apparatus referred to was lucidly explained 
by the Necromancer^ who then formally presented 
it to the Sette, to whom it was dedicated and 
inscribed, and his Oddship proposed a vote of 
thanks (which was seconded by Brother Ball, 
the Painter Etcher^ to Brother Allen, for his 
necromantic gift. 

In proposing the toast of "Our Guests," the 
President nearly exhausted the contents of his 
colour-box when picturing the many pleaising 
attributes of his professional Brethren, and called 
upon two eminent painters to respond, viz, : Mr. 
Seymour Lticas, A.R.A., and Mr^ Wimperis, R.L 

Mr. Seymour Lucas ill reply, and on the invi- 
tation of his Oddship, gave a simple statement 
of facts connected with the railway disaster in 
Spain, which had so nearly resulted in his death. 
His truly graphic mode of describing the inci- 

H 
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dents of that catastrophe riveted the atteni 
of his audience, and the cheerful view he t 
of his own misfortunes, and the high tribute 
paid to the services of Dr. Keightly, who ] 
ceeded to Spain to personally attend to 
friend's injuries, commanded the admiratioi 
all. 

Mr. Wimperis also replied, and Dr. Keig! 
delivered a genial and happy address, unselfi! 
disclaiming any merit in what he had done 
Mr. Seymour Lucas, and giving the Spai 
doctors great praise for their treatment of t 
distinguished patient. 

His Oddship then alluded to the abseno 
Brother W. M. Thompson, whose promised p^ 
on "Art, Artists, Critics, Painters, and Othc 
was abandoned, owing to the illness of the J 
toriographer^ and also to a further disappc 
ment in the absence, through domestic berej 
ment, of the Magnetlzer^ who had promisee 
supply his namesake's place with a paper 
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"The Sins of Art against Science," a subject 
which would doubtless have electrified those 
altogether blameless Knights of the Brush who 
were gathered round the Odd Volume table. 
Still our gifted Brother Silvanus had furnished 
a design for the evening's Menu, which was a 
masterpiece of Odd Volumeism, and for which 
a vote of thanks was unanimously passed, as 
well as a vote of condolence to the Historio- 
grapher. 

Dr. Weber, of Paris, the guest of his brother 
leech, the great Odd Volume Leech^ Brother 
Murrell, spoke from the fulness of his heart, and 
expressed his delight in meeting so many artists 
and doctors and scientists, and particularly so 
able and fluent an orator as Monsieur le Pre- 
sident 

Fraternal remarks were then made by Brother 
Welsh, the Chapman^ who had been paying a 
long visit to his American cousins, not to men- 
tion their sisters, and their haunts. 
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Brother Alfred East's guest, Mr. Paul Bevan, 
then gave the Sette two delightful Japanese 
rhapsodies on the pianoforte. 

Brother Allen announced another gift from 
himself to the Brethren in the shape of an Odd 
Volume Presidential Chair, once possessed by a 
member of the Sette, and which he thereby 
presented for the use of future Vice-Presidents. 
He admiringly pointed to Brother Ball, who was 
at that moment- enjoying \i\^otium cum dignitate^ 
embraced, tiot to say supported, by the loving 
arms of " The Old Oak Chair." 

Brothers Venables, the Antiquary^ and Hol- 
lingsworth, the Artificer^ returned thanks for the 
Sette, and complimented the Necromancer on 
having practised the black art with such skill 
and generosity. 

Conviviality then broke out afresh, and a large 
number of soul-stirring anecdotes followed — 
politics, religion, and anthropology being studi- 
ously ignored. Brother Orrock, the Connoisseur^ 
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scored heavily in the Gentle Art of telling Stories, 
and Brother Alfred East, the Landscape-Painter^ 
declaimed a poem written in the dayS of his 
youth (quite recently, of course), entitled "An 
Australian Settler's Story;" and afterwards came 
for the last time the loving compliments between 
Mr. President and his Under-Study, when the 
company began reluctantly to think of going 
home, and the Brethren spoke to each other 
mysteriously of the Ides of March, when for 
business purposes they are united once a year 
to form a perfect set to. 

And, lastly, whisperings were heard in the 
lobby that there ^ould be a change of ministry, 
without a dissolution; and that whatever hap- 
pened the Sette knew well that each O.V. would 
always do his duty. 



Now here endeth the Record of the sa)rings 
and the doings of the Sette of Odd Volumes 
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under the gentle sway of His Oddship President 
Hait^ and of Brother Ball, his virtuous Vice. 

And as concerneth your ever grateful, but 
rapidly expiring Secretary, 

"THE REST IS SILENCE!" 








VALEDICTORY ADDRESS 

i. C HAlTfi, READ BEFORE 



Brethren, 

IT seems but yesterday that I took up 
the Presidency of the Odd Volumes, 
yet the time has come when I must relin- 
quish it, and make loom for the President- 
elect : — " We have (aa Presidents) our day 
and cease to be!" Since my installation in 
this Chair another Odd<Volume-Year has 
passed, during which the Sette has not been 
stationary. Am I not right in thinking it has 
advanced 1 that history has been made and the 
Sette is not only as vigorous, but more famous 
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than ever? The year has been an eventful one. 
The.unforeseen duly happened; events of grave 
importance arose one after another — events 
pregnant with unusually difficult issues, which 
required all our combined skill and judgment to 
deal with. It will be unnecessary to go beyond 
this brief allusion, which suffices to enable me 
to express my sincere and grateful sense of obli- 
gation to the Brethren, one and all, for their 
advice and support. My Officers, Council, and 
the Sette as a body, gave in the hour of need a 
loyal and generous support which enabled us to 
bring those issues to a satisfactory termination. 
When you elected me to this distinguished 
office a year ago, I assured you then that I was 
proud of the position, but more proud of the 
confidence you reposed in me. I am now still 
more proud to feel, having had such unmis- 
takable evidence of your support, that I have 
retained that confidence and good-will. I would 
be prodigal in thanks, for this is the time and my 
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opportunity, Brethren, of expressing my grati- 
tude for your loyalty and generosity; and for 
me to make some reference to my stewardship 
and the chief events of the year. 

I have ventured, as I prepared you, to depart 
from the custom hitherto observed of the Presi- 
dential evening, and am more than gratified at 
the result, and the support afforded me by the 
Brethren. The very grave incubus of expense 
that has hitherto hung over the Presidential 
office has been, to a great extent, removed so that 
it is now possible for others as limited in means as 
myself to hold office, and enjoy the privileges of 
presiding over this society. You have by your 
efforts made my year brilliant and memorable, and 
one which I shall ever regard as the red-letteryear 
of my life. We have maintained our reputation for 
hospitality; we have entertained no less than 270 
guests, distinguished in all branches of Litera- 
ture, Science, and Art. We have had the plea- 
sure of welcoming men distinguished in the 
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Navy, the Army, and the Drama, and also many 
notable and intrepid travellers. 

It has been our misfortune to miss the kindly 
faces and pleasant voices of some of the Brethren 
during the past year, owing to severe domestic be- 
reavement. Nor have we escaped the influenza. 
Never have we had such a sick list : thirteen 
of our members have, at various times, been 
prostrated by this terrible epidemic. I have 
had specially to deplore its ravages — not only 
have the meetings during my year been robbed 
of the presence of many of our oldest O. V.'s, but 
on two occasions, my right hand, our most 
worthy secretary Brother Manning, has fallen a 
victim; and it has also been the cause of break- 
ing our Brother Quaritch's wonderful record of 
attendance. I am, however, blessed in being 
able to congratulate them and ourselves also 
upon their complete recovery, and I feel de- 
voutly thankful that we still remain a united 
Sette. 
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We have created a new office during my year 
— one for which there was pressing necessity. 
In electing Brother Hamilton to be keeper of 
our Archives, we have a guarantee that under 
his able supervision our treasures will be cata- 
logued and preserved. 

The archives have been enriched by several 
valuable contributions from our Brethren and 
guests. Among the latter should be mentioned 
Canon Harford's Epigrammatica, presented by the 
author, in which you will discover a neat epigram 
on our Necromancer: Mr. Sherbom's hand- 
some Shakespearian book-plate ; a volume " On 
the Making and Issuing of Books," by Mr. 
Jacobi ; a most interesting and valuable work on 
costume by Professor Max Pasch ; and selections 
of verses by the Rev. C. H. Daniel, Wilsey 
Martin, and Douglas Sladen. Turning to the 
Brethren, Brother Heron-Allen did a graceful 
action when he procured and presented to the 
Sette the Vice-Presidential Chair — a chair with a 
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history^-and one which he is so soon destined to 
occupy. His presentation, too, of the electric 
bell, upon which is generously inscribed my name 
as President of the year, deserves our grateful 
recognition. It is a truly necromantic gift, 
cunningly and wonderfully contrived, and which 
adds one more terror to occupation of the 
Presidential Chair, — a matter I can now afford 
to view with equanimity. 

Brother Manning has most generously pre- 
sented us with a box for our Optiscula^ which are 
now inclosed therein, bound up to date. He has 
also presented to the Sette for the use of each suc- 
ceeding Secretary a handsome secretarial badge, 
a gift which should invest the wearer with the 
bright and kindly humour of our well-beloved 
Seer, 

Brother Villiers enriched the archives by the 
gift of an original Burmese MS., brought by 
himself from the palace of King Thebaw at 

andalay. 
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Brother Johnson presented his valuable 
Thackeray find as an Opusculum^ and Brother 
Allen " inspired by, and at the request o^ her 
whose generous approval encouraged the writer 
to have his rhymes ninety-^nine times multi- 
plied," inscribed and presented his " Ballades of 
a Blas^ Man." 

Contributions, too, for the O. V. Folio have 
been received: — ^beautiful proofs from the ex- 
cellent wood-block of " Proud Maisie " after F. 
Sandys, presented by Brother Todhunter; and the 
drypoint etching, " A Reminiscence of Japan," 
specially executed for the Sette by our Land^ 
scape-PainteTy our gifted Brother East. 

Our collection of Menu, Invitation Cards, etc., 
has been added to by contributions from the 
facile pencils of Mrs. Seymour Lucas, Mr. C. 
Rickets, and Mr. Bernard Partridge; while 
contributions from the Brethren have also been 
both numerous and striking in their originality. 
Brother Villiers has invented a most fantastic 
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rendering of our title; Brother Johnson pre- 
sented a facsimile of a drawing by Thackeray, 
of the immortal Yellow-plush; Brother Conrad 
Cooke cleverly compiled and adapted a very 
* booky ' Menu, from an old wood-engraving of 
the fifteenth century; and Brother Silvanus, 
always original, contributed an original design, 
beautifully drawn, and well worked out in Anglo- 
Japanese treatment, while your Art Critic^ to do 
honour to the installation of our incoming 
President, was inspired to the production of the 
Menu for this present occasion, and in which he 
may fairly be said to have eclipsed himself. 

Among the many gratifying events that have 
occurred during my tenure of oflSce, I should like 
briefly to recall : 

1. The election of Brother Tyler to the dignity 
of Alderman of the City of London, and his 
attendance in state at our gaudy-day festival. 

2. Brother Silvanus Thompson's election as 
Fellow of the Royal Society. 
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3. The election of Brother Holme to the 
office of the most Worshipful Master of the Glass 
Workers' Company. 

4. The completion and presentation by Brother 
Ford of the emblematic medallions of the Pilgrim 
and your Art Critic. 

5. Mr., now happily Brother, AVilsey Martin's 
complimentary dedication to the Sette of his 
charming book of Quatrains. 

6. The election to the Sette of Brothers 
Huish, Wilsey Martin, Herbert Ward, and 
York Powell, under the titles oiBard^ Vagabond^ 
Arts Man^ and Ignoramus. Workers so strong 
in their varied callings, that their election 
augurs well for the future glory of the Odd 
Volumes. 

7. And an event of great O. V. importance, 
the marriage of our Necromancer and Vice- 
President elect. 

The press notices of our doings have been 
both numerous and flattering. Brother John- 
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son's Thackeraj^)aper was mentioned in all the 
leading papers and journals. An illustration of 
our December banquet appeared in the " Daily 
Graphic," and in the issue of" Black and White " 
for March 26th, appeared the best and fullest 
description, I think, of the origin and history, 
the objects and doings of thQ Sette, that has 
hitherto been publicly given. 

There is something I count last, but not least, 
and that is the Phonographic record of the voices 
of the Brethren present at our meeting of July 
last. The cylinders will be preserved by the 
Phonographic Company, and are at the service 
of the Sette. In years to come when possibly 
many of us have joined the great majority, some 
as yet unnamed President may revive the very 
tones of those who worked for and belonged 
to the first decade of the Sette of Odd Volumes. 

A notable event, and one upon which I pride 
myself as having been conceived and carried out 
during my official year, is the proposal and 
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adoption of the rules as to the issuing of our 
Opuscula^ and I am indebted to our Clerke-atte' 
Lawe for this, as his energy and legal acumen 
rendered the accomplishment possible. 

I must confess to regret, even to keen dis- 
appointment, that so few papers have been read, 
and therefore but few Opuscula have been added 
to our archives during my reign. The Year- 
Boke No. 2, and Brother Cooke's paper have 
not yet been presented. Regarding the latter, I 
may perhaps mention that private arrangements 
with Brother Quaritch fell through, but the pre- 
sentation to the Sette is only postponed. Brother 
Cooke's severe and profa-acted illness has pre- 
vented him from giving attention to the matter. 
The Year-Boke No. 2 we had hoped would 
have been in your hands ere this, but the pre- 
vailing epidemic has made such serious demands 
upon our Leech! s time that he has found it im- 
possible to join the Attorney-General ^ni. myself 
for the consideration of the subject Before 

I 
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long, however, it will be in your hands, and will, 
we hope, receive your unanimous approval. 

It may be remembered that in my inaugural 
address, in referring to the papers promised me 
by Brothers Villiers, Johnson, Cooke, Moore, 
Elgar, Thompson, and East, I said : — " I shall 
thus be enabled to carry out what I consider to 
be the most important duty that falls to the lot 
of the President, viz. : — to continue our record as 
a Printing Society," but the reasons for the non- 
delivery of several of the promised papers were 
sufficient and serious. Brother Moore's sad 
accident will linger in the memory of us all ; 
and Brothers Elgar and Thompson have been 
the victims of the epidemic, whilst the offers of 
Brothers Silvanus and East were nullified by 
domestic affliction and other reasons. I must 
express my thanks to Brother Silvanus for so 
kindly volunteering (at the last moment, when 
he heard of Brother Thompson's illness) to read 
a paper on that evening, but unfortunately 
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domestic bereavement again prevented the 
realization of my hopes. I am, however, none 
the less grateful to our Magnetizer for this 
evidence of his readiness to oblige the President, 
and I appreciate the eflforts he made. For these 
reasons only three papers have been delivered 
during my year, it is true ; but if quantity has 
been lacking, it has been made up for by quality. 
Few Presidents have been so fortunate as to 
have three such papers as those by Brothers 
Johnson, Villiers, and Cooke, all so ably com- 
piled and delivered, and on such varied and 
exceptionally interesting subjects. My remarks 
must needs be brief, otherwise I should like to 
speak at greater length upon these papers. But I 
must rest content with tendering my thanks to 
Brother Plumptre Johnson for reading and pre- 
senting his Thackeray "find," an event of interest 
to the world at large, and remarkable in our his- 
tory, and to Brother Villiers for his deeply interesf- 
ing paper, " The Experiences of a War Artist on 
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Active Service/' and also for his admirable Menu, 
to which I have already referred. To Brother 
Cooke also I am deeply grateful for his most 
fascinating paper on '* Automata Old and New/' 
probably the most original yet delivered to the 
Sette. It will, I hope, ere long be presented us 
in Opuscida form. The Menu on that occasion 
was also of Brother Cooke's conception and 
arrangement. 

It is almost expected that every President 
during his year of office should introduce some- 
thing new to the attention of the Brethren. I 
must rest my claim to the introduction of some- 
thing new upon the Phonograph evening; and 
moreovet on the fact that Mr. Edison's Speaking 
Doll, under the protection of Brother Cooke, 
was heard far the first time in Europe at our 
December Banquet, 

I must not omit to thank you, Brethren, for 
your support on the occasion of our Banquet 
and Conversazione, and my thanks, with those 
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of my wife, are especially due to the members 
of the Dinner Committee and their wives. 

Mrs. G. C. Hait^, Brother Manning and Mrs. 
Manning, Brother T. C. Venables and Mrs. 
Venables, Brother E. Heron Allen and Mrs. 
Allen, Brother Douglas Gordon and Mrs. Gordon. 

It was mainly owing to their eflforts that the 
comfort of our guests was assured, and the 
evening was such a brilliant success. 

In my Vice-President, Brother Ball, I have 
found a leal and true officer, seeking for no 
personal influence, content that all the honour 
and glory should be bestowed upon his chief, 
and yet when occasion arose, readily and cheer- 
fully taking his share of responsibility. 

You have all been witness of the devotion, 
energy and courtesy of our Secretary, but none 
except myself can fully understand the extent of 
his labours and his amiability. He has devoted 
hours of his time, almost daily, to our interests : 
he has been my right-hand, and I say in all 
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seriousness, that my success, if any, is mainly 
due to his generous and ungradging support ; — 
ever cheerful, ever willing, kindly in suggestion, 
prolific in resource, he has been the devoted ser- 
vant of myself and the Sette, while it will be doing 
no past Secretary an injustice to declare his 
minutes to be in originality and exhaustive de- 
scription hitherto unsurpassed. 

Of my Master of the Ceremonies, Brother 
Lane, I may say he has proved an enthusiastic 
and energetic Odd Volume, and the means of 
introducing to the Sette many very distinguished 
men in Letters and Art. He has been ready 
and willing to do anything at my slightest wish, 
and as a representative member of the Sette on 
the Council, travelled many miles on the shortest 
notice in order to be present at a recent meeting. 
My thanks are due to Mr. Jacobi of the 
, Chiswick Press, and Mr. Hayward of the Auto- 
matic Engraving Co., for their courtesy, and 
attention to our printing. Also an expression of 
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satisfaction and obligation is due to Mr. Whaley, 
the manager of this Hotel, for the courteous 
attention he has given to our desires and 
comfort^ and for his kindness in arranging for 
our business and council meetings. 

We have to record the resignation of our 
Architect^ whom I had the pleasure of intro- 
ducing and proposing, who left us solely from 
inability to attend our gatherings ; our evenings 
falling upon a day of exceptional importance to 
himself, and of our Rhymer^ who resigned on 
the score of ill-health, which necessitated his 
future residence in the Isle of Wight. 

In conclusion, I trust the Sette has suffered 
naught at my hands. I can honestly say that I 
have done my best at all times, that I have 
endeavoured to allow no personal feelings to 
influence or actuate my motives or actions, and 
that I have ever placed the interests and affairs 
of the Sette of Odd Volumes before everything, 
even before my private and professional in- 
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terests, that in all I have done, or sought to do, 
I have been actuated only by a desire to further 
the interests of our Society. Therefore, Brother 
Odd Volumes, if at any time word or. action of 
mine should have caused you to think that I 
have been lacking in consideration and courtesy, 
I beg you will pardon that which was unin^ 
tentional. Again, if any should feel I have been 
lacking in promptitude in answer to any com- 
munication, may I assure them .that it arose 
either from my absence from home,, or some 
equally unavoidable cause. I have made it a 
duty to answer fully and promptly ^uiiy and all 
communications from the Brethren, and I am 
afraid to state the number of letters I have 
written on O. V. matters, during my term of 
office. At this point, I. must tender my thanks 
to the Brethren for the satisfactory way in which 
the Dining Post Cards , have been returned, 
the receipt of which is of such assistance to the 
President and his officers. 
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It is my happy privilege to hand over to my 
successor a united Sette, with no heritage of 
debatable matter or personal grievance. 
. I wish my successor a bright and happy year 
of office. My services will be ever at his com- 
mand ; for I now become again only one of the 
Sette, and as a true O. V. I shall be ever ready 
to support the President in an office which, 
however flattering and dignified, is nevertheless 
a position of serious responsibility. 

If I may make one last request of the Breth- 
ren (and I know it will be readily granted) it is 
that they give such loyal and generous support 
to the new President as I have enjoyed. It 
remains now but for me to predict for His 
Oddship a peaceful and brilliant reign, and 
when in the fulness of time he relinquishes this 
office, as I now do, may he have the same faces 
surrounding him, and may the Sette be more 
flourishing, more united, and more famous than 
it has ever been. 
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HOSPITALITY. 

DURING the Odd Volume year beginning 
April, 1891, and closing March, 1892, 
eleven Meetings of the Sette were held, at nine 
of which Guests were received. The number 
so entertained was upwards of two hundred and 
seventy, thus sustaining the reputation of the 
Sette for Hospitality. 



Hospitality. 139 



Many Americans and gentlemen of other 
nationalities distinguished in Literature, Science, 
and Art, graced our board, and the following 
Societies and Institutions were represented by 
some of their leading Members and Fellows : 

1. The Royal Society. 

2. The Royal Academy of Arts. 

3. The Royal College of Surgeons. 

4. Royal Water-colour Society. 

5. Royal Institute of Painters in oils and 

water-colours. 

6. Society of Arts. 

7. Royal Society of British Artists. 

8. Royal Society of Painter Etchers. 

9. Royal Anglo-Australian Art Society. 

10. Linnean Society. 

1 1. The Royal Institute of British Architects. 

12. The Society for the Encouragement of the 

Fine Arts. 

13. Institute of Electrical Engineers, 

14. Society of Antiquaries, 
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15, Sodety of Electrical Engineers. 

16. Zoological Society, etc., etc, etc., etc. 
Also representatives of the Church, Members 

of Parliament, and the Diplomatic Service, The 
Army, Navy, Music, and the Drama, — and 
Journalism by Editors of many of the leading 
daily papers and illustrated journals. 

At the Annual Gaudy Night, which was held 
at the H6tel M^tropole, on December 4th, 1893, 
seven to eight hundred Guests were received by 
the President and Sette. 





CHRONOLOGICAL LIST OF GUESTS 



1891. 
April yd. 
J. Briscoe. 
Herbert Ward. 
George Elkincton. 
F. Thiselton Dxer, 
F.R.S. 

{, F. w. MacAlister. 
. p. Brodhurst. 
F. Hamilton Jackson, 

R.B.A. 
Alfred Wilcox. 
M, H. Spjelmann. 
J. Pritchard Rogers. 
W. Ben. Rogers, 
C, W. Sherborn. 
W. W. Manning. 
Edward Johnson. 
George Lock, 
f. goulding.» 
Edwin Bale, R.L 
E. Stanford, Jun. 



May I St. 

Professor CARRtrm- 

ers, F.R.S., F.L.S., 

Wiluam Wilde. 
William Linnell. 
w. d. almond, r.b.a. 
Rudolph Lehuanm. 
Richard M. Pattis- 

SioNEV S- Pawling. 
R. J. Ddrkau. 
John Welford. 
E. Forbes Lanksster. 
Allen H. Clarke. 
J. W. Manning, M.A. 
W. SOWTER, J.P. 
J. Clarke, R.L 
Thomas Archer. 
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R. D. Blackmore. 
A. E. Fletcher. 
Richard Le Galli- 

ENNE. 

L. Alma Tadema, R.A. 
Edwin Long, R.A. 
J. R. Fairfax \ of 
J. MULLINS /Sidney. 
C. H. Williamson. 

MiNTON GOODE. 

Louis Parkes. 

Dr. Carrington Bol- 
ton. 

William Crookes, 
F.R.S. 

Percy Bigland. 

J. A. Brown. 

Clement Shorter. 

Dr. George Johnson, 
F.R.S. 

Wm. Lipscomb. 

Richmond Ritchie. 

Norman MacColl. 

Sir Alfred Garrod, 
F.R.S. 

Alfred Markby. 

Edward Johnson, 
F.R.S. 

Jufte ith, 
Richard Phillipps. 



W. Phillipps. 
William Lowndes, 

J.P. 
Rev. C. H. Daniel. 
Edward Bernard. 
W. FoLLEN Bishop, 

R.B.A. 
w. h. overend. 
Walter Withall. 

W. B. WOLLEN, R.L 

Dr. J. Belvin, of 

Paris. 
Joseph Lyons. 
Sir Geo. Campbell, 

Bart. 
Laslett J. Pott. 
S. B. Bancroft. 
W. W. Manning. 

C. F. GUNTHER. 

W. Faux. 
J. L. Cross. 
Professor Alder 

Wright, F.R.S. 
W. H. K. Wright. 
Max Pasch. 
Arthur Robertson, 

R.P.E. 
E. Sinclair. 
Col. Slade. 
Col. Wallace. 
R. S. Smythe. 
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General P. P. Rod- 
ney. 
Lt. W. B. Hughes. 
F. Field Fisher. 

July ird. 

F. H. Sangster. 

Col. G. G. Gouraud. 

F. Elliott Lang- 
worth. 

F. Stancombe. 

J. W. Harrison. 

JAS. S. Cotton. 

JAS. A. Welch. 

Edwin Hayes, R.I. 

Edwin Lister Ar- 
nold. 

John Perry, F.R.S. 

Lionel Johnson. 

Sidney T. Whiteford, 

Fred Upton. 

Robert Barr (Luke 
Sharpe). 

Miss M. H. Fergusson. 

November 6tk, 
Geo. Etheridge. 
H. Seymour Trower. 
J. B. Partridge. 
W. H. K. Wright. 
Gordon Hills. 



J. W. Manning, M.A. 
J. N. Maskelyne. 
James Dredge. 
E. Allan Cooke. 
William Clark. 
J. E. Sinclair. 
A. M. Daniel. 
N. F. Sheppard. 
Odoardo Barri. 
Sidney Lee. 
Ernest Radford. 
A. Bruce Joy. 
H. C. A. Eyres, H.B.M. 
Consul at Damascus. 
J. C. S. Harper. 

December ^th, 
J. M. Thompson. 
Mrs. Thompson. 
Miss Thompson. 
Cecil Thompson. 
Mrs. McCaig. 
Miss L. McCaig. 
Mrs. Manning. 
J. W. Manning, MA. 
W. W. Manning. 
Miss Manning. 
Miss E. J. Manning. 
Henry Lazarus. 
T. H. Worrall. 
J. H. Wellby. 
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Mrs. Wellby. 

E. Bernard. 
Mrs. Bernard. 
Mrs. Chas. Holmjb. 
George Holmk 
Mrs. Holmk 

A. Lasenby Liberty, 

J.P. 
Mrs. Liberty. 
Miss Lockey. 
JAS. H. Stone, J.P. 
Sidney Low. 
Miss Elsie Low. 
Miss Mary F. Blunt. 

F. W. Blunt. 
Joseph Jennens. 
Miss Margaret Jen- 
nens. 

C. A. Whitmore. 

Mrs. Douglas Gor- 
don. 

Mrs. J . Allen Brown. 

Richard Phillipps. 

Mrs. Phillipps. 

Miss Agnes Phillipps. 

Allan Doran. 

Mrs. Hamilton. 

Miss Gertrude 
Quaritch. 

Oscar Beringer. 

Mrs. Beringer. 



Miss Frances M. Buss. 
Miss B. Johnson. 
Edward M. Johnsqn. 
Mrs. Hollingsworth. 
Miss Hollingsworth. 
SiGNOR A. Caprile. 

W. B. Rogers. 
Mrs. Rogers. 
Miss Kate Soultar. 
J. C. Halton. 
Gertrude Williams. 
Mrs. Heron Allen. 
Arthur Quintin 

Twiss. 
Miss Twiss. 
Mrs. Chas. Crawley. 
Rudolf Lehmann. 
Sir a. Blomfield, 

A.R.A. 
Lady Blomfield. 
Mrs. a. J. Davies. 
Miss Louisa Davies. 
J. E. Sinclair. 
Mrs. Geo. C. Hait£. 
Mrs. Seymour Lucas. 

G. G. KiLBURN, R.L 

Thos. Stafford 

Hazeon. 
Mrs Hazeon. 
Mrs. Cooke. 
H. Fuller. 
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Marie E. Meredith. 
Alice M. Gordon. 
J. E. H. Gordon. 
L. S. P. Barnard. 
Francis I^ierrepoint 

Barnard. 
Mrs. Alfred East. 
Mrs. Frank Wyman. 
John F. Boyes. 
Thos. Villiers. 
Mrs. Geo. Tyler. 
Miss Robinson. 
Mrs. Thos. Venables. 
Gertrude H. Tydd. 
Frank M. Villiers. 
Geo. B. Tydd. 

E. Ernest Venables. 

1892. 
January Zth. 
J. MacLaren Cobban. 
Arthur P. Billson. 
Ernest Clarke, 
F.L.S. 

SiGNOR G. BISACCIA, 
MONS. G. LORIN. 

A. G. Trower. 

F. W. Westley. 
Lieut. M. J. W. Pike. 
Lieut. C. B. Pike. 



Cosmo Monkhouse. 

C. J. Shoppee. 

H. Stacy Marks^ R.A. 

M. H. SPIELMA^ffN. 
J. ASHBY STERRY. 
C. C. SHOLEFlfeLD. 

R. W. Hedley. 
Douglas Sladen. 
Murray Carson. 

February ^tn. ., 
Edward Haywardj 
Gleeson Wh;te. 
C. P. Knight. 
W. W. Manning. 
Seymour Luca^, 

AR.A. 
Howard Unwi^. 

W. R. PiDGEON. 

P. C. Trench. 
E. M. WiMPERfS, R.L 
Dr. Weber, 
Paul Bevan, M-A. 
Akthur CBlomfield, 

M.A. 
John Davies. 
Ed. B. Beal. 
William Watson. 
W. J. Morris. 
Dr. Keightly. 
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iL.f0t of Quests 

1891-92, 

Arranged, alphabetically, under the names of the 
Brethren by whom they were invited. 



GEO. CHAS. HAITB, F.L.S.,R.B.A., President 
and Art Critic, 
luirvditced as Guests .■ 
W. D. Almond, R.B.A. 
Arthur Bilxson. 
W. FoLLEN Bishop, R.B.A. 
Dr. Bolvin, of Paris. 
J. Femderel Brodhurst. 
Professor W. Carruthers, F.R.S,, F.L.S., etc 
EiiNEST Clarke, F.L.S. 
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J. MacLaren Cobban. 
Miss M. H. Fergusson. 
Col. Gouraud. 
Mrs. Hait^ 
T. Stafford Hazeon. 
Mrs. Hazeon. 

F. Hamilton Jackson, R.B.A. 
A. Bruce Joy. 

G. G. KiLBURN, R.L 
Elliott Langworth. 
Wm. Linnell. 

Mrs. Seymour Lucas. 
Joseph Lyons. 
W. H. Overend. 
Ernest Radford. 
Major Sangster. 
M. H. Spielmann. 
Howard Unwin. 
A. Wilcox. 
W. Wilde. 
Walter Withall. 
W. B. Woiaen, R.L 
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WILFRID BALL, R.P.E., Vice-President and 

Painter-Etcher^ 

Introduced as Guests : 

Edwin Bale, R.I. 
Mrs. Bale. 
Miss Bale. 
A. M. Daniel. 

F. GOULDING. 

Herbert M. Marshall^ R.W.S. 
Mrs. Marshall. 

W. R. PiDGpON. 

Arthur r6bertson, R.P.E. 

W. F. Sheppard. 

Miss Sherman. 

P. C. Trench. 

E. M. Wimperis, R.I. 

WILUAM MANNING, F.R.M.S^ Secretary 

and Seer^ 

Introduced as Guests : 

S. B. Bancroft. 
Allen H. Clarke. 
Gordon Hills. 
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C. P. Knight. 
£. Forbes Lankester. 
Henry Lazarus. 
Mrs. Wm. Manning. 
J. W. Manning, M.A. 
W. W. Manning. 
Miss Manning. 
Miss £. J. Manning. 
J. N. Maskelynb. 
C. W. Sherborn. 
A. G. Trower. 
J. H. Wellby. 
Mrs. Wellby. 
F. W. Westley. 
T. H. Worrall. 



BERNARD QUARITCH, Uhrarian, 

Introduced iis Guests: 

J. P. Briscoe, of Nottingham. 

W. Faux. 

C. F. GUNTHER, of Chicaga 

Sidney S. Pawling. 

Miss Gertrude Quaritch. 
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W. M. THOMPSON^ Histanograpker, 

Introduced as Guests : 

Mrs. C. McCaig. 
Miss L. McCaig. 
Mrs. W. M. Thompson. 
Miss Thompson. 
Mr. J. M. Thompson. 
Cecil S. Thompson. 

EDWARD F. WYMANy Treasurer, 

Introduced as Guests: 

Mrs. E. F. Wyman. 
Harrington Wyman. 

ALFRED J. DA VIES, Attorney-General, 

Introduced as Guests: 

Wm. Clark. 
Mrs. a. J. Davies. 
Miss Charles Davies. 
J. £. Sinclair. 
Col. Sladb. 
Col. Wallace. 



List of Hosts and Gtiests. 151 



G, R, TYLER^ Alderman^ Stationer^ 

Introduced €u Guests: 

Miss Robinson. 
Mrs. G. R. Tyler. 



T. C VENABLES, Antiquary, 
Introduced as Guests : 

SiGNOR G. BiSACCIA. 

Geo. Etheridge. 

J. W. Harrison. 

Edward Hayward. 

Bernard Partridge. 

Laslett J. Pott. 

Major C. St. John Roche. 

J. Pritchard Rogers. 

W. B. Rogers. 

Geo. B. Tydd. 

Mrs G. B. Tydd. 

Mrs. Venables. 

E. Ernest Venables. 

Mrs. E. E. Venables. 
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JAMES ROBERTS BROWN, F.R.G.S., 

Alchymisiy 

Introduced €U Guests : 

Mrs. J. R. Brown. 
J. A. Brown. 
Alban Doran. 
Mrs. R. Phillipps. 
Miss Agnes Phillipps. 
Richard Phillipps. 
W. Phillipps. 
Lieut. C. Y. B. Pike. 
Lieut. M. W. Pike, R.E. 
W. H. K. Wright. 

BURNHAM W. HORNER, F.R.S.L,, Organist, 

Introduced as Guest : 
Lieut. H. B. L. Hughes, 14th Hussars. 

WILLIAM MURRELL, M.D.^ Leech, 

Introduced as Guests: 

Odoardo Barrl 

J. C. Hatton, Q.C, of Montreal. 

Max Leclere, of Paris. 
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Richard M. Pattisson. 
General P. P. Rodney. 
Miss Kate Soultar, 
Fredk, M. Villiers. 
Herbert Ward. 
Dr. Weber, of Paris. 
Miss Gertrude Williams. 

HENRY GEORGE LILEY, Art Decorator, 

Introduced as Guests : 

R. J. Durham. 
Henry Lewis. 
Mrs. H. G. Liley. 
John Welford. 

« 

ED IVARD HERON'ALLEN, F.L.S., F.R.M.S., 

Necromancer^ 

Introduced as Guests: 

Mrs. Heron-Allen. 

E. W. Deal. 

Sir Arthur Blomfield, A.R.A. 

Lady Blomfield. 

Sir Guy Campbell, Bart. 



/ 
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Chas. Crawley. 
Geo. Elkington. 
R. W. Hedley. 
Sidney Lee. 
Rudolph Lehmann. 
Miss Alma Lehmann. 
Barry Pain. 
Deighton N. Pollock. 
Arthur Quintin Twiss. 
Miss Twiss. 

DANIEL W, KETTLE,F,R.G.S.,Cosmographer, 

Introduced as Guests : 

H. Fuller. 

Mrs. D. W. Kettle. 

J. Kettle. 

E. Stanford, Jun. 

CHARLES HOLME, F.L.S., Pilgrim, 

Introduced as Guests : 

Mrs. E. Bernard. 
Edward Bernard. 
T. Clarke. 
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E. L. W. Thiselton Dyer, C.M.G., F.R.S. 
Mrs. Chas. Holme. 

Geo. Holme. 

Mrs. Geo. Holme. 

A. Lasenby Liberty, J.P. 

Mrs. Liberty. 

Miss Lockey. 

J. T. W. MacAlister, F.S.A. 

Rev. J. Presland. 

Unwin Sowter, J.P. 

F. Stancombe. 
James H. Stone, J.P. 
Gleeson White. 



FREDK, H. GERVIS, M.R.CS,, Apothecary, 

Introduced as Guest : 
John Davies, C.C. 



JOHN W, BRODIE-INNES, Master of the Rolls, 

Introduced as Guest : 
T. Field Fisher. 
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JAMES ORROCK^ RJ^ Cmmmssemr^ 

Inirodmcedms Cmesis: 

Dr. Keightlt. 

Seymour Lucas^ A.RJL, F.S.A. 

Cosmo Monkhouse. 



ALFRED EAST, RX, Lamdsa^ Pamier, 

Introduced as Guests: 

Paul Bevan, Bf.A. 

Arthur C. Blomfield, M^ 

Mrs. Alfred East. 

J. R. Fairfax. 

Edwin Long, RJL 

H. Stagey Marks, RJL 

J. MULLINS. 

Bf. H. Spielmann. 






W. J. GOODE, Potter, 

Introduced as Guest : 
MiNTON GOODE. 
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WALTER HAMILTON, F.R.G.S., Parodist, 

Introduced as Guests : 

Thos. Archer. 
J. L. Cross. 
Mrs. Hamilton. 
J. C. S. Harper, 
mons. g. sorin. 
Fred Upton. 

DOUGLAS H. GORDON, F.G.S., Remembrancer, 

Introduced as Guests : 

Miss Mary F. Blunt. 

F. W. Blunt. 

H. C. A. Eyres, H.B.M. Consul at Damascus. 

Mrs. D. H. Gordon. 

Joseph Jennens. ^ 

Miss M. Jennens. 

Sidney Low. 

Miss Elsie Low. 

Louis Parkes. 

Max Pasch. 

C. A. Whitmore, M.P. 

Prof. Alder Wright. 
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ALEXANDER T. HOLUNGSWORTHy 

Artificer y 

Introduced as Guests : ' 

SiGNOR Caprile. 

Mrs. a. T. Hollingsworth. 

Miss Hollingsworth. 

George Lock. 

W. B. Rogers. 

Mrs. W. B. Rogers. 

Monsieur Albert Sawr^e. 



JOHN LANE, Bibliographer, 

Introduced as Guests : 

Francis Pierrepoint Barnard. 

Mrs. Pierrepoint Barnard. 

R. D. Blackmore. 

Murray Carson. 

Jas. S. Cotton. 

Rev. C. H. Daniel. 

Joseph W. Darton. 

A. E. Fletcher. 

J. E. H. Gordon. 

Mrs. Gordon. 
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Edwin Hayes, R.L 
Richard Le Gallienne. 
William Lowndes, J.P. 
Mrs. Marie £. Meredith. 
W. J. Morris. 
J. Bernard Partridge, 
Douglas Sladen. 
H. Seymour Trower, 
William Watson. 
JAS. A. Welch. 



JOHN TODHUNTER, M,D,, Playwright, 

Introduced as Guests: 



Lionel Johnson. 
York Powell. 
Sidney T. Whiteford. 



FRANCIS ELGAR, LL.D,, Shipwright, 

Introduced as Guests : 

Mrs. F. Elgar, 

Mrs. John McMillan. 
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SILVANUS P. THOMPSON, FM^^ 

MagneHster, 

Introduced CIS Guests: 

Edwin Leslie Arnold. 

Percy Bigland. 

Dr. H. Carrington Bolton, 

Professor W. Crookes, F.R.S. 

John Perry, F.R.S. 

C. J. Shoppee, F.R.I.B.A. 



CONRAD W. COOKE, M.LE.E., Mechanick, 

Introduced as Guests : 

Mrs. C. Cooke. 
C. Allan Cooke, 
James Dredge. 




E. ONSLOW FORD, A.R.A,, Sculptor, 

Introduced as Guest: 

L. Alma Tadema, R.A. 
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CHARLES PLUMPTRE JOHNSON, 

derke-aite-Lawe^ 

Introduced €ts Guests: 

Oscar Beringer. 
Mrs. Beringer. 
Miss Frances M. Buss. 
Sir Alfred Garrod, F.R.S. 
Miss Beatrice Johnson. 
Dr. Geo. Johnson, F.R.S. 
Edward M. Johnson. 
W. Lipscomb. 
Norman MacColl, 
Alfred Markby. 
Richmond Ritchie. 
Clement R. Shorter. 



FREDERIC VILLIERS, IVar Correspondent, 

Introduced as Guests : 

Robert Barr (Luke Sharps). 
R. S. Smythe. 
Thos. Villiers. 
C. H. Williamson. 

L 
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MARCUS B. HUISH, LL.B,, Arts-Man, 

Introduced as Guests : 

John Fred Boyes. 
c. c. scholefield. 

J. ASHBY STERRY. 



PRESENTATIONS TO THE SETTE 
During the Year 1891-92. 

Vice-Presidential Chair. By Bro. Heron- Allen. 
Secretary's Badge. By Bro. Wm. Manning. 
Electric Bell. By Bro. Heron-Allen. 
Burmese MSS. By Bro. F. Villiers. 
Box iox Opuscula. By Bro. Wm. Manning. 
Ballades of a Blas^ Man. By Bro. Heron-Allen. 
Quatrains. By Wilsey Martin. 
Epigrammatica. Canon Harford. 
On the Making of Books. Chas. T. Jacobi. 
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" A New Sermon ; or, We are Fooles." Rev. C. 

H. Daniel. 
Book Plate. Sherborn. 
Gostume. Herr Max Pasch. 
Lester the Loyalist. Douglas Sladen. 
A Night with the O.V.'s. W. H. K. Wright. 
History of Indigenous Education in the Punjab. 
Munza and Nagyr : Handbook. 
Pamphlets : '* Muhammadanism." 

„ " On the Sciences of Language and 

of Ethnography." 
By G. W. Leitner, LL.D., M.A., Ph.D., Etc. 

Ta the Pottfolio. 

No. 2. Proud Maisie. F. Sandys, Bro. Tod- 
hunter. 
No. 3. Reminiscence of Japan. Bro. East. 



i6» 
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LIST OF SPECIALLY DESIGNED MENU 
AND INVITATION CARDS. 

May ist, 1891. Menu from a Drawing by 
Thackeray. By Bro. C. P. Johnson. 

June sth, 189 1. Menu. By Bro. F. Villiers. 

Dec. 4th, 1 89 1. Menu. By Bernard Part- 
ridge. 

Dec. 4th, 1 89 1. Invitation Card. By Chas. 

RiCKETTS. 

Dec. 4th, 1 89 1. Banquet Card. By Mrs. 
Seymour Lucas. 

Dec. 4th, 1 89 1. Verse of Welcome. By Bro. 
Todhunter. V 

Dea 4th, 1 89 1. Ode specially written for the 
Gaudy Day. Bro. W. M. Thompson. 

Feb. 5th, 1892. Menu. By Bro. Silvanus. 

April ist, 1892. Menu. By Bro. Geo. C. Hait^. 




LIST OF MEMBERS 

Added to the Sette in the Year 1891-92. 

Nov. 6, 1891. Marcus B. Hmsu, Arts-man. 
Feb. 5, 1892. WiLSEV Martin, Laureate. 
Mar. 3, 189a. Herbert Ward, Vagaioiui. 

Apt. I, 1892, FREDK.YORKFOWELL,.^ff(V<ll»>»f. 
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LIST OF PAPERS 
Read before the Sette in the Year 1891-92. 

DATS. 

May I St, 1 89 1. W, Makepeace Thackeray's 
"Reading a Poem,'* by Bro. Chas. P. 
Johnson. 

June 5th, 1891, "Experiences of a War 
Correspondent in Active Service," by Bro. 
Frederic Villiers. 

Nbv. 6th, 1 89 1. "Automata Old and New," 
by Bro. Conrad Cooke. 
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LIST OF OPUSCULA 

Presented TO the Sette in the Year 

1891-92. 

" Reading a Poem,'* by Bro. Chas. P. Johnson. 

" Witchcraft," by BRa Brodie-Innes, 

Presented to the Sette by Bro. Tyler, 
the paper having been read in Bro. 
Holme's year. 

" Automata Old and New," by Bro. Conrad 
W. Cooke. In the Press. 

" Year-Boke, No. II." In the Press. 

« Year-Boke, No. III." In the Press. 
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WORKS DEDICATED TO THE 

SETTE. 

The Ancestry of the Violin. 
London, 1882. Edward Hbson-Allbn. 

An Odd Volume fbr Smokers. 
London, 1889. Waltvr Hamilton. 

The Blue Friars. 

London, 1889. W. H. K. Wright. 

Quatrains. 

London, 1893. W. Wilsbv Martin. 
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INNOVATIONS. 

1. The Annual Election of one of the Sette to 

serve as an Odd Councillor. 

2. The Creation of Office of Keeper of the 

Archives and permanent Election of 
Bro. Hamilton {7^ Parodisf). 

3. The acceptance of Rules relating to the 

Printing of O. V. Opuscula^ as drawn up 
by our Clerke^atte-Lawe, Bro. Charles 
Plumptre Johnson. 




THE Sette of Odd Voltimes shall consist 
of twenty-one, this being the number of 
volunaes of the Variorum Shakespeare of 
1821; but Supplemental O.V.'ato the 
number of Twenty-one may be elected, 
and incorporated in the Sette as vacancies 
arise. 
a. The Sette of Odd Volumes shall meet on 
the first Friday in every month (unless 
the day be previously altered by the 
President and Councillors) save in those 
months in which no Meeting shall be 
held. 
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The place and tiim^ oi Meetmg shi^l b^ 
£xed by tl}e President iind Councillorsi< 
Seven days'' notice thereof shall be sent 
by the Secretary to each Odd Volume. 

Candidates for Election into the Sette of 
Odd Volumes shall have previously dined 
at least fwue with the Sette. Each Can- 
didate shall be in due form proposed and 
seconded at one of the regular Meetings, 
and his name and qualification shall be 
then entered in the Candidates Book. 



5. The Election of Odd Volumes shall be by 

Ballot. A Ballot for the Election of a 
new O. V. shall take place at the time 
and in manner prescribed by the By- 
laws of the Sette. 

6. Each: Odd Volume on his admission to re- 

ceive a Badge and a Certificate, and shall 
pay Three Odd Pounds and Three Odd 
Shillings. The Annual Subscription to 
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be One Odd Found and Twenty-one 
Odd ShiUings. 

7. Every new Odd Volume shall be expected, 

within a reasonable period of the date of 
his admission, to make a literary, scien- 
tifiCy or artistic contribution to the Sette. 

8. Every Odd Volume shall have the privilege 

of bringing Guests to six of the Monthly 
Meetings of the Sette to be fixed by the 
President, and such guests shall be intro- 
duced to the President and the Sette 
by the Master of Ceremonies. Each 
Monthly Meeting shall pay its own ex- 
penses, and the first toast at every Meet- 
ing shall be the National expression of 
loyalty, " Her Majesty the Queen." 

9. Any Odd Volume losing his temper and 

failing to recover it, shall be fined by 
the President the sum of five shillings. 
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10. Discussions about Anthropology, Religion, 

and Politics, shall be put down by the 
President. 

11. Any O.V. giving to another O.V. unaske/d 

advice shall be fined five shillings. 

12. Annual Subscriptions shall be due on the 

First of April, and shall extend to the 
end of March of the following year. 
Subscriptions of new Odd Volumes shall 
be due for the current year on the day 
of Election. The Election of Office- 
Bearers shall be effected at the Annual 
Business Meeting. 

13. Any Odd Volume leaving his Annual Sub- 

scription unpaid for three months, and 
failing to pay the same upon one month's 
notice, or failing to attend three dinners 
at least during the Odd Volume year, 
without having within one month after 
notice of such failure satisfied the 
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Councillors that he has reasonable cause 
for such failure, shall cease to be a Mem- 
ber of the Sette. Any Member and any 
Office-Bearer desiring to resign shall 
place his resignation in the hands of the 
President, to be by him laid before the 
Sette at the next Meeting, and to be 
dealt with by them as they shall think fit. 

14. No Odd Volume shall be elected President 

for two consecutive years. Ex-Presidents 
shall form a Sette of Odd Councillors, 
together with the President, Vice-Presi- 
dent, and Secretary, as ex-officto Members 
of the Council, and one other Member to 
be annually elected from the Sette. 

15. The Election of President and Vice-Presi- 

dent shall be by Ballot, and immediately 
after the election of the Vice-President 
the President shall appoint his Secretary 
and Master of Ceremonies for the en- 
suing year. 
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i6. There shall be no Rule 16. 

17. On any point of accepted O.V. Ritual or 

Ceremonial, the decision of the Master 
of Ceremonies shall be immediately final, 
but if any ingenious O.V. can subse- 
quently prove his decision to have been 
wrong, such penalty shall be inflicted 
upon the M.C. by order of the Council- 
lors, as the M.C. is at all likely to 
submit to. 

18. No Odd Volume shall Xzi^tmaskedovi any 

subject he understands 

19. No Odd Volume shall under any circum- 

stances refer to any other O.V. save by 
his title and denomination in the Sette. 

20. No O.V.'s speech shall last longer than 

three minutes ; if, however, the inspired 
O.V. has any more to say, he may pro- 
ceed until his voice is drowned in the 
general applause. 



Rules. 
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No resolution altering the Rales or By- 
laws of the Sette shall be passed except 
at the Annual Business Meeting, or at a 
Special Meeting summoned hy the Presi- 
dent on the written request of ten Mem- 
ben of the Sette ; and then only ailer 
foimal notice of such Resolution. 
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BY-LAWS 

For Regulating the Issue of Opuscula of 
THE Sette of Odd Volumes. 

1. The Opuscula of the Sette shall consist 
of either original productions or reprints of rare 
Books or Manuscripts, in either case with or 
without illustrations, as may seem desirable. 
They shall in the former case be confined to 
such productions as have been previously read 
at an Ordinary Meeting of the Sette by Mem- 
bers. Members may also be at liberty, with the 
consent of the Publication Committee, to issue 
Opuscula which have not been read at a Meeting 
of the Sette. 

2. No paper shall be read except at the 
invitation of the President of the Sette for the 
time being. 
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3. No Paper so read shall be issued as one 
of the Opuscula of the Sette until the Manu- 
script has been approved of by the Publication 
Committee, which shall consist of the President^ 
Vice-President and Secretary for the time being 
(and of two other Members of the Sette to be 
elected in the ordinary manner at the Annual 
Business Meeting). The *' Imprimatur " of such 
Publication Committee -shall be printed oh the 
back of the title-page of every Opusculum 
authorized by them. 

4. The Opiisctda shall be issued as hitherto 
in the present form, but the Publication Com- 
mittee shall be empowered in exceptional cases 
to sanction the issue of an Opusculum in any 
other form. 

5. The Opuscula shall be printed by the 
Typographer to the Sette, and in such type as 
may be decided upon by the Publication Com- 
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mittee^ subject to the following rules beinj 
observed : 

(a) The issue as one of the Opuscula o 
the Sette shall be and shall be expressec 
to be a private issue not for sale. 

(b) It shall consist of not more than 133 
copies (unless the President and Odd 
Councillors shall otherwise decide), 
each numbered and signed by the 
Author or Editor, or in case of the 
Ofusculum being presented by some 
other Member of the Sette by the 
Donor ; it being contemplated that as 
Opusculum may be presented by a 
Member who has not read or produced 
it 

(^) Each Member of the Sette shall be 
entitled to receive two copies of each 
Opusculum^ thirteen copies shall be 



By-Laws. i8i 

presented to the Archives. The re- 
mainder of the copies will remain the 
property of the Donor of the Opus- 
culum. 

(ft) No copy of any of the Opuscula of the 
Sette issued after this date shall be sold 
by any Member of the Sette. 

{e) The Keeper of the Archives who hands 
proceeds to Treasurer shall at any time, 
with the consent of the Publication 
Committee, sell to any new Member 
applying for a copy any of the Oj^us- 
cula of the Sette which may for the 
time being be in the Archives at such 
price as the Treasurer and the Publi- 
cation Committee may fix, provided 
always that no copy of any of the 
Opuscula of the Sette be sold to any- 
body but a Member, who shall state 
that he had no other copy, and that 
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no Opusculum shall be sold unless 
there are more than two copies of it in 
* the Archives. 

6. The presentation of a Paper and its issue 
among the Opuscula of the Sette shall not be 
deemed to confer any copyright on the Sette 
beyond that of the privately printed edition so 
issued, and the presentation and issue of any 
such Paper shall in no way hinder the publica- 
tion in the ordinary way of any other edition of 
the book or the issue in any form of the matter 
contained in such Paper, provided that any 
published edition of any such Paper shall be 
issued with another title without the imprimatur 
of the Publication Committee. 

7» These By-Laws shall, as from the i8th 
March, 1892, have the force of the ordinary 
Rules of the Sette, and shall be printed in the 
Year-Book. 




THE SETTE OF ODD VOLUMES, 

1891-2. 

1878, Bernard Quaritch, Librarian. 
IS, PiccadUly, W. 
President, 1878, 1879, and i88a. 

1878. Edward Rentok, Htrald. 
44, South HUl Pnrk, Hampslead, N.W. 
Vice-President, 1880; Secretary, i88z, 

1878. W. MoRT Thompson, Histariop-apher. 
■6, Caityle Sqoare, Cbelsea, S.W. 
Vice-President, 1882 ; President, 1883, 

1878. Charles W. H. Wyman, l^po^apher. 

103, King Henry's Rood, Piimrose Hill, N.W, 

Vice-President, 1878 and 1879; 

President, 1880. 
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1878. Edward F. Wyman, Trtaiurer. 

19, Blomfield Road, Maida Vale, W. 

Secretary, 1878 and 1879 ; 
President, 1884. 

1878. Alfred J. Davies, Attomey-Gateral. 

Fairlight, Uxbridge Road, Ealing, W. 

Vice-President, 1881 ; Secretary, 1884 ; 
President, 1887. 

1878. G. R. Tyler, Alderman, Stationer. 

17, Penywem Road, South Kensington, W. 

Vice-President, 1886. 

1879. T. C. Venables, Antiquary. 

9, Marlborough Place, N.W. 

President, i888. 

1879. James Roberts Brown, F.R.G.S., 

Alchymist. 

44, Tr^unter Road, South Kensington, W. 

Secretary, 1880; Vice-President, 1883; 
President, 1885. 

1880. BuRNHAM W. Horner, F.R.S.L., 

Organist. 

34, Sheen Park, Richmond, S."^. 

Vice-President, 1889. 
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1882. William Murrell, M.D., Leech. 

17, Welbeck Street, Cavendish Square, W. 

Secretary, 1883; Vice-President, 1885. 

1883. Henry George Ialwi, Art Director. 

Radnor House, Radnor Place, Hyde Park, W. 

1883. George Charles Hait£, F.L.S., R.B.A., 

Art Critic. 
Ormsby Lodge, The Avenue, Bedford Park, W. 

Vice-President, 1887 ; ^mtfilint 

1883. Edward Heron- Allen, F.R.M.S., 

Necromancer. 

3, Northwick Terrace, N.W. 

Secretary, 1885. 

1884. Wilfrid Ball, R.P.K, Fainter-Etcher. 

4, Albemarle Street, W. 

Master of Ceremonies, 1890. 

1884. Daniel W. Kettle, F.R.G.S., 

Cosmographer. 
Hayes Common, near Beckenham, Kent 

Secretary, 1886. 
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1884. Charles Welsh, Chapman. 

Leytonstone, Essex. 

Vice-President, 1888. 
1886. Charles Holme,' F.L.S., -fi^^Vw. 

The Red House, Bexley Heath, Kent, 

Secretary, 1887 ; President, 1890. 

1886. Fredk-H. Gervis, 'b/L.^.C^-i Apothecary. 

I, Fellows Road, Haverstock Hill, N.W. 

1887. John W. ^Brodie-Innes, 

Master of the Roils. 
14, Dublin Street, Edinburgh. 

Secretary, 1888. 
1887. Henry Moore, PJ^.h^yAncient Marifur, 

Collingham, Maresfield Gardens, N.W. 



SUPPLEMENTAL ODD VOLUMES. 
1887. James Orrock, R.I., Connoisseur. 

48, Bedford Square, W.C. 

1887. W. J. GooDE, Potter. 

Tudor House, Hampstead Heath, N.W. 
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1888. Alfred East, R.I., Landscape Fainter. 

14, Adamson Road, Belsize Park, N.W. 

1888. Walter Hamilton, F.R.G.S., F.R.H S., 
Parodist^ Keeper of the Archives. 
Ellarbee, Elms Road, Clapham Common, S.W. 

i838. Douglas H. Gordon, F.G.S., 

Remembrancer. 
41, Tedworth Square, S.W. 

Secretary, 1889. 

1888. AlEXANDErT. H0LLINGSW0RTH,-<4r^li&^r. 
172, Sutherland Avenue, Maida Vale, W. 

Vice-President, 1890. 
1888. John "Laxi^^ Bibliographer. 

37, Southwick Street, Hyde Park, W. 

Secretary, 1890. 

iSLMttt Of iSemnonteis. 

1888. John Todhunter, M.D., Playwright. 

Orchard Croft, The Orchard, Bedford Park, W. 

1889. Francis Elgar, LL.D., F.R.S.E., 

Shipwright. 
113, Cannon Street, £.C. 
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1889. William Manning, F.R.M.S.y Seer. 

21, Redclifie Gardens, S.W. 

1890. SiLVANUS P. Thompson, F.R.S., D.Sc., 

M.I.E.E., Magnetizer. 
Morland, Chislett Road, N.W. 

1890. Conrad W. Cooke, M.I.E.E., Mechankk, 

The Lindens, Larkhall Rise, S.W. 

1890. E. Onslow Ford, A.R.A., Sculptor. 

62, Acacia Road, N.W. 

1 89 1. Charles Plumptre Johnson, 

Clerke-aite-Lawe. 
23, Cork Street, W. 

1 89 1. Frederic Villiers, War Correspondent. 

Mashrabe3rah, 65, Chancery Lane, W.C. 

1891. Marcus B. Huish, LL.B., Arts-man. 

21, Essex Villas, Phillimore Gardens, W. 

1892. W. Wilsey Martinj F.R.G.S., Laureate. 

15, Delamere Terrace, W. 

1892. Herbert Ward, Vagabond. 

Shepherd Hill House, near Rickmansworth. 
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MEMBERSHIPS LAPSED. 

Geo. Clulow, Xyhgrapher. 
A. H. Littleton, Trvubadcur. 

RESIGNATIONS. 

E. P. LoFTUS Brock, Architect. 
E. Walford, Rhymer. 

OBITUARY. 

George Jennings, Sanitaiy Engineer, bom 
loth November, 1810; died 17th April, 
1882. 

Henry Bickers, Publisher, bom 28th January, 
1837 ; died i6th November, 1884. 

CoRNEUUS Walford, Barrister-at-Law, bom 
2nd April, 1827; died 28th September, 
1885. 
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Pi^T PRESIDENTS OF THE SETTE 
OF ODD VOLUMES. 

1878-9. Bernard Quaritch. 

1880. Charles W. H. Wyman. 

1881. George Bickers. 

1882. Bernard Quaritch. 

1883. W. MoRT Thompson. 

1884. Edward F. Wyman. 

1885. James Roberts Brown. 

1886. George Clulow. 

1887. Alfred J. Davies. 

1888. T. C. Venables. 

1889. H. J. Gordon Ross. 

1890. Charles Holme. 
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iaDpustcula 

Issued to the Members of the Sette of Odd Volumes, 

** Books that can be held in the hand, and parried to the fireside, 
' are the best after sXL**—Samu«l JohnsoH, 

" The writings of the wise are the only riches our posterity 
cannot squander." — CharUt Lamb* 

I. B. Q. 

A Biographical and Bibliographical Fragment. 2a Pages. 
Presented on November the 5th, x88o, by His Oddship C W. 
H. Wyman. zst Edition limited to 25 copies. 

(Subsequently enlarged to 50 copies.) 

II. Glossographia Anglicana. 

By the late J. Trotter Brockbtt, F.S. A., London and New- 
castle, author of" Glossary of North Country Words," to which 
b prefixed a Biographical Sketch of the Author by Frederick 
Bloomer, (pp. 94.) Presented on July the 7th, 1882, by His 
Oddship Bernard Quaritch. Edition limited to 150 copies. 
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III. Ye Boke of Ye Odd Volumes 

from 1878 to 1883. CarefvOy Compiled and painsfVAy Edited 
by ye vnworthy Historicgra^ker to ye Sette, Brother and Vice' 
Prendent William Mort Thompson, and produced by ye 
order and at ye charges of Hys Oddship ye President and 
Librarian of jre Sette, Bro. Bbknard Quaritch. (pp. 136.) 
Presented on April the 13th, 1883, by His Oddship Bernard 
Quaritch. E^tion limited to 150 copies. 

IV. Love's Garland ; 

Or Posies for Rings, Hand-kerchers, & Gloves, and such pretty 
Tokens that Lovers send their Loves. Lcmdon, 1674. A Re- 
print And Ye Garland of Ye Odd Volumes, (pp. loa.) F're- 
sented on October the zath, 1883, by Bro. Jambs Roberts 
Brown. Edition limited to 350 copies. 

V. Queen Anne Musick. 

A brief Accompt of ye genuine Article, those who performed ye 
same, and ye Masters in 3re facultie. From 1702 to 17x4. (pp. 
4a) Presented on July the Z3th, 1883, by Bro. Burnham 
W. Horner. Edition Umited to zoo copies. 

VI. A Very Odd Dream. 

Related by His Oddship W. M. Thompson, President of the 
Sette of Odd Volumes, at the Freemasons' Tavern, Great Queen 
Street, on June zst, 1883. (pp. a6.) Presented on July the Z3th, 
Z883, by His Oddship W. Mort Thompson. 

Edition limited to 250 copies. 

VII. Codex Chiromantiae. 

Being a Compleate Manualle of jre Science and Arte of Ex* 
poundynge ye Past, jre Presente, ye Future, and ye (}haractere, 
by ye Scrutinie of ye Hande, ye Gesttu«s thereof, and jre Chiro> 
graphic. Codicillus /.— Chirognomy. (pp. zi8.) Presented on 
November the 2nd, Z883, by Bro. Eo. Hbron-Allbn. 

Edition limited to Z33 copies. 
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VIII. Intaglio Engraving: Past and Present. 

An Address by Bro. Edward RBNtON, delivered at the Free- 
masons' Tavern, Great Queen Street, on December sth, 1884. 
^p. 74.) Presented to the Sette by His Oddship Edward F. 
WvMAN. Edition limited to soo copies. 

IX. The Rights, Duties, Obligations, and Advan- 

tages of Hospitality. 

An Address by Bro. Cornelius Walford, F.I.A., F.S.S., 
F.R. Hist. Soc, 6arrister-at-Law, Master of the RoUs in the 
Sette of Odd Volumes, delivered at the Freemasons' Tavern, 
Great Queen Street, on Friday, February sth, 1885. (pp. 72.) 
Presented to the Sette by His Oddship Edward F. Wvman. 

Edition limited to 133 copies. 

X. ** Pens, Ink, and Paper;" a Discourse upon 

Caligraphy. 

The Implements and Practice of Writingf, both Ancient and 
Modem, with Curiosa, and an Appendix of famous English Pen- 
men, by Bro. Daniel W. Kettle, F.R.G.S., Cosmographer ; 
delivered at the Freemasons' Tavern, Great Queen Street, on 
Friday, November 6th, 1885. (pp. Z04.) Presented to the Sette 
on January 8th, x886, by Bro. Daniel W. Kettle. 

Edition limited to 233 copies. 

XI. On Some of the Books for Children of the Last 

Century. 

With a few Words on the Philanthropic Publisher of St. Paul's 
Churchyard. A paper read at a Meeting of the Sette of Odd 
Volumes by Brother Charles Welsh, Chapman of the Sette, 
at the Freemasons' Tavern, on Friday, the 8th day of January. 
x886. (pp. X08.) Presented to the Sette by Bro. Charles 
Welsh. Edition limited to 250 copies. 

N 
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XII. Frost Fairs on the Thames. 

An Address by Bro. Edward Walford, M.A., Rhjrmer to the 
Sette of the Odd Volumes, delivered at Willis's Rooms, on Fri- 
day, December 3rd, z886. (pp. 76.) Presented to the Sette by 
His Oddship Gboegb Clulow. Edition limited to 133 copies. 

XIII. On Coloured Books for Children. 

By Bro. Charles Welsh, Chapman to the Sette. Read before 
the Sette, at Willis's Rooms, on Friday, the 6th May, 1887. 
With a Catalogue of the Books Exhibited, (pp. 60.) Presented 
to the Sette by Bro. Jambs Roberts Brown. 

Edition limited to 355 copies. 

XIV. A Short Sketch of Liturgical History and 
Literature. 

Illustrated by Examples Manuscript and Printed. A Paper 
read at a Meeting of the Sette of Odd Volumes by Bro. Ber- 
nard Qu ARiTCH, Librarian and First President of the Sette, at 
Willis's Rooms, on Friday, June xoth, 1887. (pp. 86.) Pre- 
sented to the Sette by Bro. Bernard Quaritch. 

XV. Cornelius Walford : In Memoriam. 

By his Kinsman, Edward Walford, M.A.) Rhymer to the 
Sette of Odd Volumes. Read before the Sette at Willis's Rooms, 
on Friday, October 31st, 1887. (pp. 60.) Presented to the 
Sette by Bro. Edward Walford, M. A 

Edition limited to 255 copies. 

XVI. The Sweating Sickness. 

By Frederick H. Gervis, M.R.C.S., Apothecary to the Sette 
of Odd Volumes, delivered at Willis's Rooms, on Friday, 
November 4th, 1887. (pp. 48.) Presented to the Sette by Bro. 
Fred. H. Gervis. Edition limited to 133 copies. 
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XVII. New Year's Day in Japan. 

By Bro. Charles Holmb, Pilgrim of the Sette of Odd Volumes. 
Read before the Sette at Willis's Rooms on Friday, January 6th, 
x888. (pp. 46.) Presented to the Sette by Bro. Charles 
HoLMB. Edition limited to 133 copies. 

XVIII. Ye Seconde Boke of Ye Odd Volumes, 

from 1883 to x888. Carefvlly Compiled and painsfvlly Editea 
by ye vnworthy Historiographer to 3re Sette, Bro. William 
MoRT Thompson, and produced by ye order and at ye charges 
of ye Sette. (pp. 157.) Edition limited to 1x5 copies. 

XIX. Repeats and Plagiarisms in Art, z888. 

By Bro. James Orrock, R.I., Connoisseur to the Sette of Odd 
Volumes. Read before the Sette at Willis's Rooms, St. James's, 
on Friday, January 4tk, 1889. (pp. 33.) Presented to the Sette 
by Bro. Jambs Orrock, R.I. Edition limited to 133 copies. 

XX. How Dreams Come True. 

A Dramatic Sketch by Bro. J. Todhuntbr, Bard of the Sette 
of Odd Volumes. Performed at a Conversarione of the Sette 
at the Grosvenor Gallery, on Thursday, July xjth, 1890. 
(pp. 46.) Presented to the Sette by His Oddship Bro. Charles 
Holme. Edition limited to 600 copies. 

XXI. The Drama in England during the last 

Three Centuries. 

By Bro. Walter Hamilton, F.R.G.S., Parodist to the Sette 
of Odd Volumes. Read before the Sette at Limmer's Hotel, 
on Wednesday, January 8th, 1890. .(pp. 80.) Presented to the 
Sette by Bro. Walter Hamilton. 

Edition limited to 20Z copies. 
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XXII. Gilbert, of Colchester. 

By Bro. Silvamus P. Thompson, D. Sc, B.A., Magnetizer to 
the Sette of Odd Volumes. Read before the Sette at Linuner's 
Hotel, on Friday, July 4th, 1890. (pp. 63.). Pjresented to the 
Sette by Bro. Silvanus P. Thompson. 

Edition limited to 349 copies. 

XXIII. Neglected Frescoes in Northern Italy. 

By Bro. Douglas H. Gordon, Remembrancer to the Sette of 
Odd Volumes. Read before the Sette at Ltmmer^s Hotel, on 
Friday, December 6th, 1889. (pp. 48.) Presented to the Sette 
by Bro. Douglas H. Gordon. Edition limited to 133 copies. 

XXIV. Recollections of Robert-Houdin. 

By Bro. William Manning, Seer to the Sette of Odd Volumes. 
Delivered at a Meeting of the Sette held at Limmer^s Hotel, on 
Friday, December 7th, 1890. . (pp. 8z.) Presented to the Sette 
by Bro. William Manning. Edition limited to 305 copies. 

XXV. Scottish Witchcraft Trials. 

3y Bro. J. W. Brodie-Innes, Master of the Rolls to the Sette 
of Odd Volumes. Read before the Sette at a Meeting held at 
Limmer's Hotel, on Friday, November 7th, 1890. (pp. 66.) 
Presented to the Sette by Bro. Alderman Tyler. 

Edition limited to 345 copies. 

XXVI. Blue and White China. 

By Bro. Alexander T. Hollingsworth, Artificer to the 
Sette of Odd Volumes. Delivered at a Meeting of the Sette 
held at Limmer's Hotel, on Friday, February 6th, 1691. (pp. 
70.) Presented to the Sette by Bro. Alexander T. Hollings- 
worth. Edition limited to 345 copies. 
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XXVII. Reading a Poem. 

A Forgotten Sketch by Wm. M. Thackbray. Commnnkated 
by Bro. Ch^s. Plumptrb Johnson (Derke-atte-Lawe to the 
Sette of Odd Volumes), to the Sette at Limmer's Hotel, on 
Friday, May 1st, i8gz. (pp. xi. and 66.) Presented to the 
Sette by Bro. Chas. Plumptrb Johnson. 

Edition limited to 321 copies. 

XXVIII. The Ballades of a Blas6 Man, 

to which are added some Rondeaux of his Rejuvenescence, 
laboriously constructed by the Necromancer to the Sette of Odd 
Volumes, (pp. 88.) Presented to the Sette by Bro. Edward 
Heron-Allbn, in October, 1891. 

Edition limited to 99 copies. 




YEAR-BOKES. 

I. The Year-Boke of the Odd Volumes : An 

Annual Record of the Transactions of the 
Sette. Eleventh Year, z888-g. 

Written and compiled by Bro. W. Mort Thompson, Historio- 
grapher to the Sette. Issued November a9th, 1890. 

Edition limited to 305 copies. 

II. The Year-Boke of the Odd Volumes : An 

Annual Record of the Sette. Twelfth Year, 

1889-90. 

[/» the press. 
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z. Inaugural Address 

of His Oddship W. M. Thompson, Fourth Pre^dent of the 
Sette of Odd Volumes, delivered at the Freemasons' Tavern, 
Great Queen Street, on his taking office on April X3th, 1883, &c. 
(pp. 31.) Printed by order of Ye Sette, and issued on May the 
4th, 1883. Edition limited to 250 copies. 

2. Codex Chiromantiae. 

Appendix A. Dactylomancy, or Finger-ring Magic, Ancient, 
Mediaeval, and Modem, (pp. 34.) Presented on October the 
Z2th, 1883, by Bro. Ed. Hbron-AllbnI 

Edition limited to 133 copies. 

3. A President's Persiflage. 

Spoken by His Oddship W. M. Thompson, Fourth President of 
the Sette of Odd Volumes, at the Freemasons* Tavern, (}reat 
Queen Street, at the Fifty-eighth Meeting of the Sette, on 
December 7th, 1883. (pp. 15.) Edition limited to 250 copies. 

4. Inaugural Address 

of His Oddship Edward F. Wyman, Fifth President of the 
Sette of Odd Volumes, delivered at the Freemasons' Tavern, 
Great Queen Street, on his taking office, on April 4.th, 1884, &c. 
(pp. 56.) Presented to the Sette by His Oddship Edward F. 
Wyman. Edition limited to 133 copies. 
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5. Musical London a Century Ago. 

Compiled from the Raw Material, by Brother Burnham W. 
HoRNEK, F.R.S.L., F.R.Hist.S., Organist of the Sette of Odd 
Volumes, delivered at the Freemasons' Tavern, Great Queen 
Street, on June 6th, 1884. (pp. 32.) Presented to the Sette by 
His Oddship Edward F. Wyman. 

Edition limited to 133 copies. 

6. The Unfinished Renaissance ; 

Or, Fifty Years of English Art. By Bro. Gborge C. Hait£, 
Author of ** Plant Studies," &c. Delivered at the Freemasons' 
Tavern, Friday, July xzth, 1884. (pp. 40.) Presented to the 
Sette by Htf Oddship Edward F. Wyman. 

Edition limited to 133 copies. 

7. The Pre-Shakespearian Drama. 

By Bro. Frank Irbson. Delivered at the Freemasons' Tavern, 
Friday, January 2nd, 1885. (pp. 34.) Presented to the Sette 
by His Oddship Edward F. Wyman. 

Edition limited to 133 o(^ies. 

8. Inaugural Address 

of His Oddship, Brother Jambs Roberts Brown, Sixth Presi- 
dent of the Sette of Odd Volumes, delivered at the Freemasons' 
Tavern, Great Queen Street, on his taking office, on April xyth, 
Z885, &c. (pp. 56.) Presented to the Sette by His Oddship 
James Roberts Brown. Edition limited to 133 copies. 

g. Catalogue of Works of Art 

Exhibited at the Freemasons' Tavern, Great Queen Street, on 
Friday, July zzth, 1884. Lent by Members of the Sette of Odd 
Volumes. Presented to the Sette by His Oddship Edward F. 
Wyman. Edition limited to 255 copies. 
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zo. Catalogue of Manuscripts and Early-Printed 
Books 

Exhibited and Described by Bra B. Quaritch, the Librarian 
of the Sette of Odd Volumes, at the Freemasons' Tavern, Great 
Queen Street, June 5th, 1885. Presented to the Sette by His 
Oddship James Roberts Brown. 

Edition limited to 255 copies. 

11. Catalogue of Old Organ Music 

Exhibited by Bro. Burnham W. Horner, F.R.S.L., F.R. 
Hist.S., Ori^anist of the Sette of Odd Volumes, at the Free- 
masons' Tavern, Great Queen Street, on Friday, February 5th, 
z886. Presented to the Sette by His Oddship James Roberts 
Brown. Edition limited to 133 copies. 

12. Inaugural Address 

of His Oddship Bra George Clulow, Seventh President of the 
Sette of Odd Volumes, delivered at the Freemasons' Tavern, 
Great Queen Street, on his taking office, on April 2nd, z886, &c. 
(pp. 64.) Presented to the Sette by His Oddship Gborgb 
Clulow. Edition limited to 133 copies. 

13. A Few Notes about Arabs. 

By Bro. Charles Holme, Pilgrim of the Sette of Odd Volumes. 
Read at a Meeting of the '* Sette " at Willis's Rooms, on Friday, 
May 7th, x886. (pp. 46.) Presented to the Sette of Odd 
Volumes by Bro. Chas. Holme. Edition limited to 133 copies. 

14. Account of the Great Learned Societies and 

Associations, and of the Chief Printing Clubs 
of Great Britain and Ireland. 

Delivered by Bro. Bernard Quaritch, Librarian of the Sette 
of Odd Volumes, at Willis's Rooms, on Tuesday, June 8th, z836. 
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(pp. 66w) Pxtseiited tO' the Sette 1>y His Oddship Gborgb 
Clulow. Edition limited to 355 copies. 

15. Report of a Conversazione 

Given at Willis's Rooms, Kling Street, St. James's, on Tuesday, 
June 8th, 1886, by His Oddship Bro. George Clulow, Pr^' 
ndent; with a summary of an Address on " Learned Societies 
AMD Printing Clubs," then delivered by Bro. Bernard 
QuARiTCH, Librarian, By Bro. W. M. Thompson, Historio- 
grapker. Presented to the Sette by His Oddship George 
Clulow. Edition limited to 955 copies. 

x6. Codex Chiromantiae. 

Appendix B.—h Discourse concerning Autographs and 
their Significations. Spoken" in valediction at Willis's 
Rooms, on October the 8th, 1886, by Bro. Edward Heron- 
Allen, (pp. 45.) Presented to the Sette by His Oddship 
George Clulow. Edition limited to 133 copies. 

17. Inaugural Address 

Of his Oddship Alfred J. Davies, Eighth President of the 
Sette of Odd Volumes, delivered at Willis's Rooms, on his taking 
office on April 4th, 1887. (pp. 64.) Presented to the Sette by 
His Oddship Alfred J. Davies. 

Edition limited to 233 copies. 

z8. Inaugural Address 

of His Oddship Bro. T. C. Venables, Ninth President of the 
Sette of Odd Volumes, delivered at Willis's Rooms, on his 
taking office on April 6th, 1888. (pp. 54.) Presented to the 
Sette by His Oddship T. C. Venables. 

Edition limited to X33 copies. 
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19. Ye Papjrrus RoU-ScroU of Ye Sette of Odd 

Volumes. 

By Bra J. Brodib-Innbs, Mjister d the Rolls to the Sette of 
Odd Volumes, delivered at Willis's Rooms, May 4th, x888. 
(pp. 39.) Presented to the Sette by His Oddship T. C. 
Ybnablbs. Edition limited to 133 copies. 

20. Inaugural Address 

of His Oddship Bro. H. J. Gordon Ross, Tenth President of 
the Sette of Odd Volumes, delivered at Willis's Rooms, King 
Street, St James's Square, on his taking office, April 5th, 1889. 

Edition limited to 255 copies. 
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INVENTORY 

OF PROPERTY BELONGING TO THE SETTE OF 

ODD VOLUMES, WITH THE NAMES OF 

THE DONORS THEREOF. 

Aprils 1892. 

I. 

CARTOUCHE, illustrative of the Sette of 
Odd Volumes, designed to serve as a 
framework for the Rules. L. C. Henley (Ex- 
Brother), April, 1878. 

2. Seal used on Certificates of Membership. 
E. H. Renton, April, 1878. 

3. Portrait Album, in leather case. Alder- 
man G. R. Tyler, January, 1880. 

4. Cartouche displaying the names and offices 
of the Members of the Sette. G. C. Hait^, 
March, 1884. 
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5. Candidates' Book. T. C. Venables, 
March, 1884. 

6. The President's State Chair. H. G. Liley, 
March, 1884. 

7. Carved Oak Cofifer, to contain the Archives, 
Books, etc, of the Sette. E. F. W)rman, May, 
1884. 

8. Album for original Sketches, by Members 
and Guests. J. R. Brown. 

9. Emblematic Gavel, in case. T. C. Ven- 
ables, December, 1886. 

10. Three burlesque heraldic Proclamations. 
E. H. Renton. 

11. Great Key, symbolic of the Presidential 
Authority. 

12. mziti of €rrant ^nd ^jsgignment in 

This Deed was prepared by Brother Alfred J. 
Davies, qmx Attomey-Generaly President for the 
year 1887-88, and was presented by him to the 
Sette, at the close of his Presidency, on April 
6th, 1888. 
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BOOKS, ETC. 

13. O. V. Opuscula to date, bound. 

14. O. V. Miscellanies^ bound. 

15. Large Scrap-book of Documents relating 
to the Sette, 1878-81. 

16. Three Minute Books, 1878 to date. 

17. Visitors' book, 1878 to date. 
i8. Letter Book, 1878 to date. 

19. Heraldry in England. The Author, E. H. 
Renton. 

20. In a Good Cause. One of the Authors, 
per B. Quaritch. 

21. A Bookseller of the last Century. The 
Author, C. Welsh. 

22. TheRubdiydtofOmarKhayyim. Edition 
of 150, on Japanese paper, issued by the Grolier 
Club of New York, U.S. A., 1885. W. Matthews, 
of the Grolier Club, N.Y., June, 1885. 

23. An Odd Volume for Smokers. The Author, 
W. Hamilton. 
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24. The Blue Friars of Plymouth. The 
Compiler, W. H. K. Wright. (Dedicated to the 
Sette of Odd Volutnes.) 

25. The Bookworm, No. XIV. 

26. Emblematic Engraving of Shakespeare.- 
The Engraver, Mr. C. W. Sherbom. 

27. George Meredith. One of the authors, 
John Lane. 

28. Twilight of the Gods. The author, Dr. 
Gamett. 

29. Early Writings of Thackeray. The author, 
C. Plumptre Johnson. 

30. Folios for " Folia." Charles Holme. 

31. The Victualling Crew. The artist, Heniy 
Moore. 

32. Photographic Album. W. Manning. 

33. Original Burmese MSS., being twenty-one 
odd leaves of an odd volume from the library of 
King Thebaw, in the Palace of Mandalay, 
F. Villiers. 

34. Vice-Presidential Chair. E. Heron-Allen. 
35. Electric Bell. E, Heron- Allen. 



Inventory. 207 



36. Box for Opuscula. Wm. Manning. 

37. Silver Secretarial Badge. In morocco spring 
case. Presented to the Sette of Odd Volumes 
by Bro. W. Manning, Seer, Secretary 1891-92. 

38. Epigrammatica : Serious, Semi-serious, 
and Divertive. By the Rev. Frederick Kill 
Harford, M.A. Quarto. London, 1890. Pre- 
sented by the author. 

39. On the Making and Issuing of Books. 
By Charles Thomas Jacobi. London, 1891. 
Presented by the author. 

40. Verses. **A New Sermon; or. We are 
Fooles." Rev. C H. Daniel. 

41. Quatrains dedicated to the Sette. Wilsey 
Martin. 

42. Framed Portrait of the Leech. Wm. 
Murrell. 

43. "Lester the Loyalist." By Douglas 
Sladen, 1890. On Japanese paper. Presented 
by the author. 

44. History of Indigenous Education in 
the Punjab. Munza and Nag^a\ Hax^^<^'^«- 
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Pamphlets: " Muhammadanism ; '* **0n the 
Sciences of Language and of Ethnography." 
By G. W. Leitner, LL.D., M.A., Ph.D., etc., etc. 

45. " Trachtenbilder fiir die Buhne." Von 
Bruno Kohler. Berlin, 1890. Quarto, whole 
morocco. Presented by Max Pasch. 

46. Folia No. 2. Proud Maisie. Wood 
engraving from the drawing by Frederick Sandys. 
Dr. Todhunter. 

47. Folia No. 3. A Rainy Day at Hakone, 
Japan. Alfred East, R.I. 

48. Folia No. 4. The Shelley Memorial. 
Photogravure. E. Onslow Ford, A.R.A. 

49. Dynamo-Electric Machinery. 4th Edition, 
1892. Silvanus P. Thompson. 

50. Philipp Reis, Inventor of the Telephone. 
1882. Silvanus P. Thompson. 

51. "The Electromagnet." Silvanus P. 
Thompson. 

52. Thomas k Becket J. Brodie-Innes. 

53. Legends of Leading Cases; or, Law and 
Laughter. J. Brodie-ltvxv^s* 
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